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oles- 

photographer, who bns succeeded in taking spirit pictures, 

iy Mr. Parkes, of 6 Gaynes Park Terrace, Grove Road, Bow. He 
iw indeed only Intely entered the field as a professional, having 
iM no experience in the photographic art until ho leamed it 
nder direction of the spirits who communicate with him. ‘The 
ory of Mr. Parkes’ development as a medium for photographio 
ind other manifestations is this: From early years ho had ‘boon, 
most mediums have been, the subject of abnormal spiritual 
influence, though at the time neither he nor his friends knew 
ything of such matters. He continued to observe these mani- 
tations of external power at intervals throughout his life, 
illout being able to refer them to their true source. Some 
iree or four years since it chanced that Mr. Parkes made the 
quaintance of Mr. Reeves, the proprietor of a dining-room near 
ie Great Northorn Railway at Kings Cross, After some con- 
wersation about Spiritualism, he induced Mr, Parkes to try 4. 
iting with him, and the result was that very powerful mani- 
stations were obtained; and the communicating spirits pro- 
ised that spirit photographs should be given, if the proper 
tions were obeyed. Accordingly a camera and chemicals 

ite procured, and photographs were taken. These early efforts 
ve rude in execution, as may reasonably be expected. The 
tor had no technical or practical knowledge of the art, the 
putes was of the cheapest description, and the roont in 
ich the pictures were taken an ordinary upper room in a small 


use. However, rude portraits of the communicating spirits 
Vol. IX. 10 
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‘were obtained, and at times recognised portraits of spirit fries 
of sitters, Dr. Sexton records, in the course of an interes 
paper on Mr. Parkes’ experiences in the Christian Spiritual 
Jan., 1875, that he was one of the early visitors, “and, at 
very first sitting scoured a likeness of tho Into J. W. Jacksül 
who had passed away just before" Mrs. Jackson testifies 
the sume effect in the following letter which appeared in 
Medium, May 24, 1872:— 

My Dran Ma, Bonys,—Will you Kindly afford mo spaco in your woul 
ipto tte my exprionea in spirit photography. went to Nr. on 
n York Road, who is not à professional photographer, nnd therefore haa 
interest or motive for producing m ulis. When the vory sim 
Arrangements were made, T sat few seconds longor that i 
usual for ordinary photos., I distinctly recognised the face of my husbani 
standing over me. Tho expression and chiselling of tho feti, cont 

hend, tho curling length of beard, and outline of form wore as porfool 
‘when ho was on earth. Thero could bo no imposition in this instance, 
‘Mr, Reeves never saw or know anything of my husband during hia lif. 

“A fow days afterwards I toole a lady friend, who sat for hor photog 
also—a stranger to our kind friend, Mr. Reeves. On tha other side of. 
small fable at which the lady was seated, when the plate was takon frai 
To camera, appeared two spirit forme, which mere immediately rocoznis 
as two of my Kenda anoostors, who had let this carth many years ado. 

‘May 24, 1572. E. B. dacssox 
Dr. Sexton further records that he “requested his friend Mr. Bo 
man, of Glasgow, an expert photographer, to make a thorough 
examination of the camem, dark room, and appliances in. 
‘This was at once allowed, and Mr. Bowman pronounced impos 
tion impossible, 

‘Messrs. Reoves and Parkes becamo widely known among 
Spiritualists, and a great number of photographs wore take 
From some hundred or more in my own possession T shall em 
Geavour hereafter to convey some idea of their special peculint 
ties. The development was steady and satisfactory; and Mi 
Reeves had nearly completed the erection of a glass-house fo 
She better purposes of photography, which houso, in onlo. th 
no alien influence might be there, he had scrupulously bull 
throughout with his own hands. No little expense, and still 
more labour and pains had been expended on it, when 
Reeves suddenly decided to cmi to Canada. 

Parkes had worked in concert with him, Mr. Reeves ^magts 
ing" the camera, it was considered that the photognuphi 
experiments were at an end, 

‘This “magnotising” of the camera is peculiar to Mr. Parki 
Photography. He is unable, by his own unaided efforts, to 
a fully developed form. White blurs, and flashes of light, atid 
cloudy appearances, not unlike those in the Clifton photoztplig 
le can get, but not a full form or a clearly marke [ud 
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ingly he seouros the presenco of some one whose “ psychic, 
" supplements his own. Mr. Reeves was such, so also the 
ive of his own” mentioned by Dr, Sexton in the 
ele above referred to; and now, still more appropriately, Mts. 
os nota aa * better bal" and supplies the nck of "Iufiagnóg" 
Thor husband, "lho *magnetiser" stands by the camera, holds 
hands upon it, and allows the current of force to flow into 
‘wood, in precisely the same manner as a table is charged by 
hands of the sitters in a circle. 
Mr. Parkes is now taking his photographs by the magnesium 
flt, and under tost conditions. Dr. Sexton thus details an 
periment which he made — 


ipsa in pho 
pea to bo aec 


Sekt yi rom a packet wc Rad ju Soma in and, i 

to make sure whole packat had not pared. 

war Aa th mil hase’, rre plene 

son, and nover lost sight of it up to tho ime at there uppenred. pon 

ii conjanction with our own portrait, that of a spirit Agure. As tn the 
i remained in the soom all tho evening. open to the inspection of 


siii of dispute, aud M Parkes is ono of tho most suecessíul mods 
y means of Which this wonderful phenomena is now necomplished. 
r. Parkes has afforded mo the most complete facilities for in- 
Nostizntion, and I can endorse Dr. Sexton's testimony, T marked 
‘new plate, and followed the process throughout, obtaining upon. 
it ghostly figure, for whose presence ordinary ‘oxplanations do 
pt account. It is fair to Mr. Parkes to say that he is jealously 


lis gone at all into the question of Spiritualism but must have 
fed now and then at the conditions imposed, and have 
onderod why so much mystery and darkness should be noces- 
. The days are coming, wo earnestly hope, when much that 
hampers free investigation will be swept away. The 
ounta that we receive from Paris and America, as well as 
hat ocours amongst us in England, point to the greater famili- 
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arity of the operating intelligences with us and with the me 
which thoy employ to manifest among us. For the present 
must be content to accept the logic of facts, and to do our b 
to tabulate the facts we get, and to remember that, though. 
cannot do away with conditions, we can materially improve the 
by patience, passivity, and steady perseverance, I firmly 
lieve and earnestly say that if we thought more of patie 
evolution of truth and fact, and less of the convincing those wh 
do not care or will not take reasonable trouble to be convin 
and who, in most cases, have no niche in their minds into whi 
these facts will fit, wo should obtain far greater results than 
do. Conviction does not come of one or two phenomena diut 
seon and suspiciously viewed by a hostile observer, nor even. 
a few plain facts which a mind strange to the subject must vi 
with wonder or with amused or scornful acceptance at best, 
comes, if it comes at all, after patient and careful investigatid 
of many phenomena, and many assertions mado and verified d 
and over again, and by the gradual evolution of a coherent theg 
to account for what at first sight seems so strange and grotesgi 

Be this as it may, conditions there are, and they must 
observed, "The most we can do is to make the best of them, 
hope for their gradual withdrawal, The spirits who ope 
through Mr. Parkes decline tests, save in the case of one plat 
at oach sitting. After that plate is taken, no more can be li 
His plan, therefore, is to try for recognised portraits onca 
twice without test the portrait, if obtained, being the best ti 
of all—and then to allow the experimenter to select and follpj 
a plate throughout, for the purpose of obtaining a photograph, 
a spirit on the plate which he bas selected and marked. 
boring a hole into the side of the dark room, he has enabled 
Observer to watch the plate through the entire process 
manipulation. 

Out of the number of photographs taken by Messrs. Rog 
and Parkes, or by Mr. Parkes alone, a very considernble propi 
tion are allegorical pictures, or portraits of his own band 
spirits, or of some unknown forms. T shall have occasion pref 
ently to notice the extreme variety of the results, For tl 
present, I wish to present evidence of the recognition of 80H 

jrtraits takon by Mr. Parkes as representations of depu 
friends of the sitters. However curious other results may Ñ 
this is immeasurably the most important. i 

"The following letter from Judge Williams, U.S.A., testifies 
his success.— 1 

160 Finborough Road, West Brompton, Jan. 25th, 18 

Mr Dean Ms, Panwia—T have for a long time contemplated w 

you, and acknowledging the receipt of the photos, which I received ó 


HUMAN NATURE, 149 
day before my leaving for Wales, and since my return to London. 
epu et mpg ee 
uy E errs 
LI ere er eet 
x muc ic di ver 1800; da bor as Sata y fad nb 
mb EIC I AE 
Gad ES PEE ur 
pte EE DC p 
dicc hte nan world e el 
" els H m in almost daily com PM "The last 
pd Ecce Renee M 
ly plain, I eannot recognise them. I am perfectly satisfied that they 
ee aes eee et eiie ec ee, 
ir n ppenrancw T think the spirits made a noble effort on their part. You 
recollect the day was bad and the light did mot act well. I shall give 


7. Ansell, of Waltham Cross, adds his evidence:— 
Waltham Cross, 25h Jan. 1975 
h ems da Batia estoy tn th 
ken by yoo of say lato iiber, Ta 
form, ls eodd hat and bal 
zi more I examine the portrait 
Boe ern T an a arr very try, J. ANSI, 


In a private letter to myself he further says:— 


he picture is representation St my faba. T ava 
ry Photograph of my Eider ia waiters, bul tts easly sean: thet 
‘ict out coul no be copy o e aoe 


Mr. Collins, of Woolwich, favours me with the following 
hor — 


sh, Feb. ath, 1870, 


milion T could think of. not only to prevent trickery, bui, f possible, to 
‘ny other seientiic cause as to thair presence on the glass. Being 
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a photographer ex amateur myself, I could, and did, suggest tests, 
‘wore complied with, ond whioh certainly convinced me that as far as I coy 
sec thero was no attempt a delion, 2 1 
must aay that I consider spirit photography tho most interesting 
‘truthful manifestation we have yet boem blessed with. j 


Mr. M. Nunn answers some questions which I put to himi 
to his success, thus:— 


Sin,—In answer to your questions of the 2nd of this month, tho 
graph you aliado to ia a relativo. indosd, a child af mine, some nine y 
SE 'ugo. 1t is, boyond any doubts, recogmisod both by myself and als 
all others who havo soon it. I do not think more than six or seven hi 
ven it, for neithor myself nor wifo de | 
"Pho ciroumstancos are thoso:— Som 
hed to sit for a spirit photograph; sho 
ng baok vo beth bt p 
Mer. In one photograph tho spi 
the othar it baa vig on 
inel? this may aria fron my 
laking any interest in Spiritualian, 1 could willingly refor you to 
dhoghter, but sho was so allectod time of sitting, at the speak 
Iikencas of her sister, that T A to cure har any moro ad 
Tow on, (olor, a painful subject. Yours respectfully, 
To M. A. (Oxon), 
Mr. Robert Nunn sen 
photographs which Mr. Parkes has taken. Tt represents an 
man, with long white beard and hair, holding up a walking stidi 
at the level of his face Tho sittor is not in focus. "This is MA 
Robert Nunn’s evidence:— 


6 Gaynes Park Torraco, Grove Road, Bow, 
Sept. 17, 1624. 

Din Sin Mr. Parkes has hundod puo your note, and ake mo to wr 
a fov line and wend tho photograph I bave of my dear friend, as ho 
ot ono that ha could end. 

1 first became acquainted with my friend ín Tadia in 1844, and I am st 
the photograph cannot be mistaken by any ono who knew him. Id 
recollect tho dato it was takon, but I remember it was towards the end 
Jast year and late in the afternoon, after two or three friends of Mr; B 
a he siting, and tha A. at ty Une said, T alali not ata 
to focus yon, but wo will try if anything will appear on the plato. Tt 
Tabiy would lave been more satatetuy for what you reque had. 
sir been focussed. 

I must tell you my friend had a groat quantity of hair, whieh was pe 
folly white,—thet he also walked with a stick, which he is holding u 
io photograph. He was attacked with paralysis in India nad let th 
in 1859, and died in Scotland in August last your. Mr. Parkes never m 
him or his photograph. Any further information I shall be happy to gà 
Yours most respectfully, Ronnies Now 

‘Mr. Hartry, of Sheffield, sends the following. ' The appearai 
alluded to is owing, I believe, to the magnesium light, whi 
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not supply the most favourable conditions of photograph; 
lights and shades are too pronounced, and it is dificult to 
luro any tone in the pictur: 
31 Momand Steet, Shefiel, Fé, 11, 198. 
Dian Sin,— Pardon my not replying to yours of the 80 instant earlier, 
in the harry of busines it hed quito aecepad say matiky: My wits 
finds and my recognised the photograph. -L masked id ble 
d o peopurtion and developing of thn pate Chroughout ‘lise. 
M RERBA) tet ar e ould Sppesrance' s, 83 A nd of 
Sort te aes on the alte wes ar der eter 
cei is aas of her taken fom D Pi 
E P [ied 
Nr. Zac Pues, tho fatter of the photographer under iav, 
for a very long time a most decide objection to the whole 
tion of Spiritualism, and it was with great difculty that he 
brought to entertain the question at all. This is a fair typa 
the mind which has no niche in it into which the subject will 
| and probably ho would never have’ believed in tho mattor at 
| had it not beon that the instrument of conviction was his 
in ton, At the present T am correct, I believe in describing 
n merely d a person who asserts to the production of cortain 
ts without expressing any opinion as to tho cause by which 
y nre elfected, His liter speaks for itselb— 


2 Park Villas, Plumstead Common, ith Fob., 187 


xhuced and faithfully represented I bavo now not the least doul 
T havo soon thoso rosults produced by my son, and I verily believo that 
the sump been arrived at through tho instrumentality of any other pets 
L should not have believed it. My dependance is on the known trust- 
ess and integrity of his character, and feel and know that he is 
fectly incompetent to decsive. 
"have only sat once for my likeness, anil tho results were, that my dóarly 
bred fathar appeared im the photogreph- ‘There ia ud mistaking the 
voss, and my family all ately iL Others of our kin- 
havo sat, and similar results have followed. How this is dona / can- 


‘Nw M. A. (Oxon). 
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On turning over Mi. Parkes’ album, tho most striking poit 
is the enormous variety of the designs; the next, perhaps, th 
utterly unlikely character of most of them, and their total d 
similarity to the conventional ghost. Out of 110 that lio b 
‘me now, commencing from April, 1872, and with some intermi&& 
sions extending down to present dato, there are not two that a 
alike—scarcely two that bear any similarity to cach othan 
Each design is peculiar to itself, and bears upon the face of 
marks of individuality. There is no family likeness rumin 
through them all, such as an active imagination might produgg 
with a little practice in varying the original design. Nor i 
there anything of the conventional about them. ‘They are wildly, 
Hanlingly willke what any one would imagine. leger 
pictures of spirit scones, such as surely no dyspeptic medium 
ever dreamed of; loose heads projected on the plate, apparently 
‘with no connection with any body physical or spiritual; figura 
utterly out of all drawing, such as no one who valued o repul 
tion for sanity would attempt to depict; pictures in which nd 
sitter is visible at all, and others in which he is blurred and diga 
Agave out of all sengnition; conventional angels, wings 
; names written in letters of fire in tho air, and surrounda 
by crude designs, symbolical of o 
omitting tho more intelligible pictures, are what meets the ey@) 
on turning over the series of photographs. If Doré could b 
conceived to have turned Spiritualist, to have lost his faci 
power of delineation, and to have fostered a morbid imaginati 
to an extremity of grotesqueness, he might possibly produco so 
such designs as those before me. To conceive that any personi 
of sane mind could have spent threo years in producing such Ai 
collection of curiosities is to make a supposition which is more 
flattering to Mr. Parkes imaginative ability than it is to 
common sense of his critic, Tt would involve I know not wh 
originative ability distorted and perverted I know not how. 
is hard to say what facilities for imposition he must have ha 
what accomplices, what immunity from investigation by 
simplest processes, to carry out successfully such a gigan 
posture. Tt is to be regrotted that those who are ready to sett 
all that, they cannot understand by the cheap expedient off 
alleged imposture, will not consider what such imposture musti 
necessarily involve. T do no discredit to the abilities of tho 
photographers with whom I have personally invostigated—and) 
Who have afforded me such ample means of prying into all thoit 
processes—when I assert my belief that in carrying out co vash, 
a frand they would not be equal to tho occasion. Whatever 
abilities they may possess would not, I am sure, be found equal 
to carrying out an elaborate fraud which would do credit to the 
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i of them who live in this country are not even expert 
jotographers ; neither of them persons who would be put for- 
d as men likely—I say nothing of their moral capacities 
the prosent, I fear, Spiritualism and morality in the eyes of 
Lies are nob closely united, but on the lowest ground, they 
ot likely men—to plan and successfully execute a risky 
lico of prolonged imposture. Declining to swallow a gnat, our 
ilios have substituted a portentous camel, which T, for one, do- 
lino to gulp at. 
‘A considerable number of the earlier pictures taken by Mosans. 
Parkes & Roovos togethor are of this allegorical nature. Figures 
ippear holding the Cross and the Bible. One of the very carliost, 
linken in April, 1872, shows Mr. Reoves' father, holding up a 
(oss above his head, and displaying an open book, on which is 
Written, Holy Bible. Another shows a cloud of light covering 
‘wo-thirds of the picturo, and made up of the strangest medley 
‘of heads and arms, and flashes of light, with a distinct cross in 
the centre. Another, in which Mr. and Mrs. Everitt are the 
Hitters, taken June 8, 1872, is a symbolical picture of a very 
Gurions nature. Mr. Everitt’s head is surrounded with a fillet on 
‘which Truth is inscribed, while three pencils of light dart up 
from it. There are at least two figures in the picture, which blot: 
out Mrs. Everitt altogether. In a later photograph, in which 
Mr. Burns is the sitter, is a giant hand of which the thumb is 
half the length of the sitters body. It is just as if a luminous 
Jind had been projected or flashed upon the plate without any 
yogard to focus. Another very startling picture is one which 
Shows on a dark background a huge luminous crucifix, ‘Then 
‘wo have angels’ with the orthodox wings, hovering over some 
Piters, One is a very striking model: the face of groat beauty: 
Mnd of pure classical design. ‘The figuro floats with extended 
m over the sitter, and below it, almost on the ground, appear 
Mine faces, projected as it were upon the plate; and strangest of 
All, close by the sitter’s hoad, a large eye, with beams of light 
proceeding from it. The eye is larger than the head of the sitter, 
ind the whole picture presents a most curious C riw In 
Ono ense at least the figure of the spirit has moved, leaving dis- 
tinct evidence of the fact on the plate. Some show mere faces ; 
"omo, heads ; some again, whole bodies floating in air; and some, 
Partially formed bodies projected on the plate, apparently at 
iphazard. 
^A considerable number of these photographs are recognised by 
tho sitters. I do not precisely name them, because I have not 
Obtained direct permission and authentication, but one lady ap- 
‘pears with portraits which she recognises as those of her mother, 
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her father, and her grandmother. ‘The father during his Tif 
earth was crippled with gout and rheumatism. He used tow 
with a stick, and his shadowy appearance on the plate s 
him limping with. a stick, with one hand extended in an attit 
‘which would recall him to those who knew him. Another 
ture of ono Alfred Ryder, who was shot on the const of Afi 
is a clear likeness, Another of a housekeeper who had li 
long in the family of the lady who is photographed, is a fair 
stance of the way in which these representations are made upi 
as to invite recognition. The housekeeper was a ner 
woman; and had a habit of plucking with her left hand at 
skirt of her dress whilst her mistress was talking to her. TL 
a habit that; was known and remarked upon as peculiarly 
own, and so, as frequently happens, the figure in the photogea 
is represented in the aot of plucking at the dress and apron; on 
moreover, on her head is a peculiar cap, the original of which 
am told, was brought: from Parisas a present to her by the sit 
during her life-time hero. Another curious piece of evidence i 
the appearance of a Franciscan monk in the ancient dress 
his order, "This ancient dress has long been disused, bui th 
Piotro of ib ia steiotly correct in an antiquarian point of vi 
it is the precise dress which would have been worn by the monk 
at the time when he professed to have been on carth. (An it 
postor would be scarcely up to so nice a. point of identificatio 
even if Mr. Reoves or Mr. Parkes may bo supposed to know a 
thing about monks’ dresses). 

Passing to the later photographs taken by Mr. Parkes in. 
own houso since Mr. Reeves left the country, the same or sini 
Jar characteristics are observable, though the majority of them 
have been taken by the magnesium light. Pictures so tali 
prosent a very different appearance to those taken by tho soli 
Tayn; and it is diffionlt in some cases to recognise a sitter who 
one is well acquainted with. The violent contrasts of light and 
shade appear to change tho expression of the face altogether, 
aud, moreover, it is uncommonly difficult to stand the inten 
glare of the light during the exposure of the plate. Al t 
tends to metamorphose a sitter very considerably; and it is 
point worthy of consideration whether what so operates with 
Tay not have a similar effect upon the spirit; may not, in fagl 
distort and. render it difficult or impossible to be recogni 
For, if the known fuce of a living human being be changed out 
of recognition, we may reasonably expect that the unknown Gi 
unexpected portrait made by the Invisibles for recognition by u 
may suffer even more from unfavourable conditions of light. 

‘There are amongst Mr. Parkes’ later pictures two, or perha 
Tshould say three, distinct kinds. The first is similar to 
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jected figures taken by him in conjunction with Mr. Reeves. 
Joy are rude figures of men and women, incompletely. drawn 
most enses, and clad in the garments of ordinary life. Indeed: 
is is a peculiarity of Mr. Parkes’ photographs, With the ex- 
tion of ono or two conventional angels, all his spirits are 
ossedl in ordinary attire of rather old-fashioned type, There is 
jot a single “shocted ghost,” such as Mr. Hudson depicts, 
jongst the whole of the photographs before me, Men appear 
ho might have been: rudely photographed from a badly drawn. 
ure of the last century, in short-waisted coat with high roll 
illar. Some appear in Quaker-like attire; some in a dress 
hich any old gentleman of the present day might be supposed 
woar, ‘The women, in like manner, are dressed im old 
whioned robes for the most part: tight-fitting, closely-cut gowns 
‘style which was common in the latter part of the eighteontl 
ontury. One might almost imagine that some denizens of earth 
during the Georgian era had returned, coats and gowns and all, 
nd wore occupying themselves in acting as “lay figures" for 
Spirit photographs, It is curious to note how large a proportion 
Uf the pictures show somo of these old spirits in. one form or 
Diner. Whe proportion that such pietares bonr to those in wills 
{fitters recognise portraits of their own friends is very large, 

‘A singular picture of this kind is ono in which Mr. Gledstanes 
the aliter, To ie one of those takan [n the opener byday 
light. Tho sitter is placed on one side of a small round table, 
‘and sits with his hands clenched in an attitude of defence; while 
Ún the other side of the table is depicted a man in old-fashioned 
coat, who clutches at Mr. Gledstanes throat with his right hand, 
the left being drawn back as if for a blow. The attitude and 
@xpression of the face is most pugnacions. Mr. Gledstanes sat 
down, I believe, in an ordinary attitude, with no intention of 
defending himself against an unseen foo, and clenched his hands 
‘in obedience to a sudden impulse. I have noticed that those 
figures have a kind of magnetic power which has an: influence 
on the sitter. T have myself, in more than one instance, been 
“impelled to look in a particular direction at the last moment 
Dofore the exposure; and, on the dovelopinent of tho photograph, 

ve found that I am looking in the face of the manifesting 
pirit. Such a ease occurred at Hudson's lately. T was stand- 

if as one of a group of three, in the back gronnd, and had posed 
Myself. Hudson was about to uncap the camera, when l folt 
Ahapelied irresistibly to turn my head round, and look in the 
Opposite direction to that which I had originally fixed upon. L 
I not alter tho. position of may body, merely turning say. hond 
‘round as it was attracted. In that picture Z am looking full into 
the eyes of the spirit who has taken up its position close to mo, 
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Similarly I had placed myself in a particular position at M 

I was impelled to turn half round and look across the 
. "That plate shows a spirit on the other side of the tabl 
locking intently into my face. This in passing, would. soom A 
show the actual presence of the spirit near the sitter, at least o 
some occasions. On others I have a suspicion that the invisibl 
operators deal directly with the plate. 

‘The second class is a distinct projection of a number d 
heads in groups round and near the sitter. Most remarkable 
in effect some of these are. In the caso of one photograph 
which I select as a type of many others, there are nin 
separate heads grouped together. Most of them are head 
without anything but the face shown, and great character i 
preserved in the expression of each. They are dotted aboni 
On a lovel with the sitters head, and apparently are directed t 
him as the centre of magnetic attraction. 

Thero is another class, or varioty of the lust class, which pre 
‘sents a still more singular appearance. On the plate, sometime 
covering the face of the sitter, is a large sepin-coloured patch 
filled with the most grotesquely delineated heads and faces, th 
whole surrounded by a sort of border which seems to keep thet 
together. Tt is as though a sepin-drawing had been projected 
on tho In some cases, but rarely, thet 
drawings show portraits of friends. Such a caso Mr. Parke 
himself had, tho features of two relations being depicted wi 
startling power and truth. Usually this class of picture dog 
not seem to bo mado for recognition, but rather as an experiment 
to show the presonce of the invisible workmen. 

In a few instances these groups of partially formed figures a 
apparently engaged in conversation. In ono that I have befor 
me, the sitter is confronted by a group of four spirits, Oi 
bends low before him, and is offering something in his hand 
Next to him are two heads, one of an old and the other of $ 
young man, who aro listening to a spirit who is talking in 
Animated way to them. The whole group is life-like and real 
in curious contrast to the face of the sitter, which is passive, a 
shows no consciousness of the nearness of his spiritual visitor 

‘Mr. Parkes is now successfully obtaining these photograp 
"under conditions peculiarly suitable for investigation at pub 
séances at 15 Southampton Row. lt is satisfactory to the 
-vestiyator, to whom all this is new and suspicious, to have 
opportunity of seeing the photographs taken outside the phe 
grüpher' own house, and on plates which have not been inl 
possession. I have three pictures which have been taken und 
these conditions, on plates purchased by one of the sitters imme 
diately before the séance, in a room which it is not possible 
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+ Parkes to have prepared in any way, and in the presence of 
number of persons who chose to pay for admission. One 
ws a singular group of eleven heads of various kinds, grouped 
nd the sitter, who claims to have taken the first spirit photo- 
h eleven years ago. 
mother of these pictures presents a vory suggestive piece of 
idence, lt was taken on a plato freshly purchased, and which 
Vl mover been in Mr. Parkes’ possession. "The plate had boon 
pared and placed in tho shield, when a photographer who 
as present requested that it might bo taken out and turnod 


tho modus operandi, and sum up the evidence which I have 
Collected. For the present I venturo to say that a case such as 
the one noticed should make investigators pause before they 
Tashly impute fraud to photographers who produce results whic 
jaro not to be explained by natural means, 


SOME RECENT EXPERIMENTS IN SPIRIT PHOTO- 
GRAPHY WITH BUGUET AND FIRMAN, 


By M. A. (Oxox). 


Fact sneceods fact, and experiment, surpasses experimont so 
tupidly, that I am unable to embody notices of even a small 
number in my “ Researches,” which are printed month by month 
in this journal. When I began last September to write on 
tho subject of Spirit Photography, I fancied that two or three 
instalments, snch as are printed monthly, would suffice to deat 
With the subject. I had in my possession about a hundred 
iviognpls, and. thero was comers, semences pervadin 
Thom A short notice, T thought, would suffice. Bue whon 


Dogan to look at the questions involved, with the minute care 
Which, in a conscientious writer, ought to precede the expres 

of deliberate opinion im print, I soon found that the evidenco 
‘was very important, and by no means so simple as I had thought. 
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Caso, after case camo in, through the kindness of friends M 
strangers, who have helped me in my work; my phot 
grew from one to five hundred, and collateral questions of 
interest grew up around them. So it has come to pass 
throe-quarters of n. year has not sufficed to dispose of the 
tion, and T feol myself compelled to pass on to other pl 
graphors and to the general conclusions which 1 gather from. 
evidence, without noticing much that is valuable and im] 

Since the publication of my last notice of M. Buguet’s pi 
graphs, T havo-roceivod.n parcel which merits especial notigg 
and I take this means of noticing them, so that when T gal 
my papers within the covers of a book, I may incorporate th 
recon! with them. 

‘The photographs which have last reached me are very stri 
specimens of the art. Most of them are of largo sizo, 94 i 
‘74 in and in all tho spirit form comes out with marked distinot 
ness, The evidence printed last month respecting tho phot 
pling of the spirita of persons still living fn tho fosh eek 

ation from another successful case. The sitter is. th 

Coma de Halle, Hotel de TA theno, Paris, aud tho spirit f 
represents Mr. Firman, à n now resident in Paris, throi 
‘whom remarkable materialisations of the full form bnve beot 
obtained.’ The head is perfectly distinet, tho eyes closed, 
the face that of a person in trance, The same fluidic drap 
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covers the body as in my own case. At tho time when th 

photograph was taken Mr, Firman was in Amsterdam. I hav 

not been able to obtain extended information as to this am 

other photographs, but T hope to be able to speak precisely abou 

thom, and their bearing on the question of the trans-corpore 

action of spirit, in a paper which Yam preparing on the subj 
Another photograph, similar in size and 


juat noticed) showa tho. Comte de. Bullet again, with tho epi 
form of a ive still in the body. The face is as clear as hig} 
own, and he appends his certificate to the fact, ' 

M. Buguet, himself, is the sitter in anothor picture of the e 
kind. The spirit form, equally clear and recognisablo, he affirms 
to be that of his fiancée. In this case the spirit is one that hi 
departed from the earth. 

Two other pictures show spirit forms of perfect distinctness, 
and luminous writing over the sitters head. In one whoro 
Buguet poses, a clear form floats towards him pointing to words) 
which stand out in mid air over the head of the sitter—" Visite | 

Cagliostro, au medium Buguet" I do not know Cagliostro’ 
faco, but if that be he, I shall know his picture when I see i 
"The face is perfect in expression and definition of feature. 

"The other picture which shows luminous writing is still mo 
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Iarkable. Madame de Veh, to whom I am indebted for a 
jt interesting account of some phenomena that havo lately 
Wurred, says that Firman, being with the Comte de Bullet in 
| Buguet’s studio, a spirit came out from behind the curtain, 
M was photographed standing behind the Count The spirit, 
[heliove, is Alian Kardec. He holds over the siters hond a 
sath, in the centre of which appear the words in luminous 
ors— Hommage offort par les esprits au Comte de Ballot.” 
other very similar picture was afterwards taken, in which 
wreath and motto appear over the Counts head, During 
lli» operation neither wreath nor motto was visiblo, but 
lien tho plate was developed they stood out with startling 
Aviduess, and, what is more astounding than all, the wreath was 
llerwards found upon the table, and remains at the present 
toment in the possession of the Count, 

Other pictures show the results obtained through the medium- 
hip of Firman in the way of materialisation. One is a picture 
‘of n little Indian, who is a regular attendant at the séances. He 

mes with a head-dress of feathers; and bas a most vivacious 
penranco, Ho professes to be an Indian boy of 10 years old. 

‘shall have more to say of him when I come to deal with ma- 
ialisation, For the present, I say of the picture that I am 
ured that it represonts the boy as he appears in materialised 
m. 

‘Tho most singular photograph of all is a picture of the sister- 
in-law of Comte de Bullet in matorialised stato. The whole 

oture is fillod with the most remarkable drapery, soft and 
hadowy beyond description, vast masses of it covering tho. 
hole field of the camera. The face is not so clear as in some 
hors, but perfectly recognisable, ‘This spirit is materialised. 
isibly and tangibly in daylight, and was photographed by 
jnguot, who was much perplexed at the (to him) novel experi- 
ce. ‘And no wonder; for Madame de Voh states that'fivo 
ognised relatives of the Count have materialised and been 
jhotographed in this manner; and that “on one morning, in his 

room, in full daylight, Buguet having bought his apparatus, 
)htnined photographs of three spirits, who walked out into the 
jom whilst the Count was holding the medium's hands in the 
ibinet. ‘That M. Buguet felt and looked seared will not 
llonish you, but he spoke to the spirits, telling them how to 
ose, and he was obeyed.” ‘This is one of the pictures obtained 

ler these convincing conditions. 

‘On another occasion the little Indian, of whom I have spoken’ 
lbove, “opened the curtains of the cabinet and showed the 
odium asleep and threo spirits near him—three spirits recog- 
ised by the Count de Bullet.’ 
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Lhave not had the good fortune to witness these phen 
myself, but I have scrupulously quoted the exact acco 
witnesses who aro, it is insulting to say, perfectly 
worthy. "The facts are so incredible, that I plead them as 
excuse for saying that my witnomos am sane and true, I 
reluctant to take up more space, the more especially that wl 
have to say will be better said hereafter, The fact, howa 
may be noticed that the recognised forms of relatives 
obtained here whilst the Comte do Bullet held Firman's hu 
This disposes of the objection to tho presence of another pel 
in tho cabinet, and. places. the evidence in a light which 
never before been obtained. I commond the hint to im 


THE THEOLOGY OF CANON LIDDON,* 
Fron ax Auresr’s Pons oF View. 


Assyrian idols did not mise in tho exiles mind 
question as to the stray elements of truth which might 
underlying so much tawdry and impure error.” So says 
Liddon, speaking of the “elements of truth in heathenism,” 
then dismissing the subject with the usual half contemptuous 
mission that there must have been some truth even “in the mi 
degraded forms of heathen worship with which the Jews 

in contact, since a religion which is pure, undiluted fulseh 
could not continue to exist as a religion.” 

Now it seems to us that tho words first quoted—which 
taken from one of Canon Liddon's Lenten Lectures at St, Ja 
Church, Picoadilly—might well se the text of a sermi 
upon the essential difference—a difference not to be brid, 
over by any admissions on the one side, or self-deceptions 
tho other—between the Theological and the Artistic spirit; 


tween tho way in which the theologian trains himself and oth 
(when he can) to look at humanity and human creeds, and t 
Softer and more sympathetic artistic method. We believe that 
the present time, when Art is a topic upon every one's lips, andi 
now religion of ” Art for Arts sake" has been promulgated 
‘Mr, Swinburne and his followers, a few remarks upon th 


* Some Elements of Religion: Lent Lectures. 1870., By IL P. Liddon, DJ 
Canon of St. Paul's fon, Oxford, and Cambridge. 1872 
of Oxiri. By H. P. Liddon, D. 
1 Professor of Exegesis in tue Uni 
London, Oxford, and Cambridge; 
Parker & Co., Oxford. 1873. 
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leise and irreconcilable methods may not be dovoid of 
terest. 
n tho first place let us settle it with ourselves, that Art is 
cerned only indirectly with Morality. Art has much to say 
ipon Moral topics, it is true; and the utterance of the highest 
it will always be at one with the noblest and purest Moral 
hing, and also with the most exalted teaching of Science; for 
ho various streams of human thought are united both at their 
Yemote mountainous fountain-head and their remoter oceanic 
Gutilow—it is only while coursing over the intermediate spaces, 
through the sands of speculation or the more fertile meadows of 
Religion and Poetry, that they differ or seem to differ, But, 
hotwithstanding this, the method of Art, as distinguished from 
lir conclusions, is strongly opposed to that of Theology. and 
Beience; her final dieta may be, and probably are, grandly idon- 
tical; but these dicta are announced upon very different: grounds 
T-they are arrived at by quite another route. Art holds in her 
hand no separate golden revelation of austere and kingly pur- 
port; she carries with her no unalterable test by which to try all 
other religions, and by the diagnosis of which they are to be 
Approved or condemned. Rather she wanders as a woman, 
lovingly, from hill-top to hill-top, and from sea to sea, finding in. 
obscure Asiatic moou-gods some shining tracos of Barth's Gen- 
tral Deity, and in subtle extinct mythologies footfalls of tho 
coming merey, and wisdom, and tenderness of Christ. 

"The Assyrian idols did not raise in the exile's mind any 
question——" Just so. No modern, strange, artistic longings 
Came over him; no sad unspeakable yearning to enter into the 
foclings of those who had worshipped here in immemorial eras; no 
dlosire to mingle with the wild thoughts of the tawny throng of 
priests and devotees as they surrounded the weird, blood-stained 
Altar, and their fervid hearts and impassioned faces “ yearned palo 
with bitter ecstasy.” Tn these last words of Mr. Rossotti's, writ- 
ten as his true creative power recalled the very pulse, and fire, 
tnd fury of some ancient pitiless yet half-inspired fanatic, we 
discover the true artistic canon of sympathy hidden—eternal, 
never-failing sympathy, with every side of human life, and 
thought, and action. Wo do not know whether it has yet been 
said definitely, but it seems to us that Art must necessarily bo 
Pantheistic; it is impossible for Art to oxelude the Deity and 
the immediate action of tho Deity from any part of the universe; 
therefore Art must, in. a sense (to use Dr. Liddon's words about 
Pantheism), “identify God with all the Moral evil in the uni- 
verse, aud end by propagating the worship of new Baals and 
Ashteroths.” As artists it seems to us that we shall have to 
accept this position. But it remains to be considered in what 

Vol n 
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sense wo identify God with Moral evil; and it is not impossil 
that a further enquiry may reveal to us depths and heights 
vision to which the intuition of Art pierces, the view 
which may throw light upon some of the obscurer problems. 
Morality itself. 

For a fine specimen of the pure artistic sympathy, take 
following from Mr. Swinburne' “Mlicet”: 


* Burnt pies flash, and barat wine hissen, 
‘The beeing Debes mouth sera and Lines. 
‘The small dried rown of frankinewnae; 
‘All zonnd the ad red Dossone smote, 
Flowers coloured ike th Bre, but colder, 
To ign of meet things taken henee. 


Yea, for their make and in death's favour, 
‘Things of sweet shape and of sweet savour 
We geld them, apie, and dover, and wine; 
‘Yea, costlier things than wine or spices, 
Whereof none knoweth how great the prion ia, 
‘And früit that comes not of the vine. 


“Fron boy's pierecd throst and gis pierced bosom 
Drips, reddening round th neg eg anges 
"The alow, delicious, bright, sof 
Boios te ower and tate, 
‘ating the blossom by the bud.” 
And again, in “ Dolores" — 
M: H n washing of tides; 
or wet from 1 
Nor by foam af the waves overtaken, 
‘Nor winds that the thunder bese 
But red from the print o thy pace, 
Made smooth for the world and its lords, 
Ringed round with a flamo of fair faces, 
And splendid with sworda. 


‘There the gladiator, palo for thy pleasure, 
Drew bitter and perilous breath; 
There tormenta laid bold on the treasure 
Of limba too delicious for death; 
When thy gardens were lit with live torches 
When the word wan a stood for thy roin: 
When the nations in thy porehes, 
Our Lady of Pains ^ 
9 When, with fame all around him aspi 
Stood tushe, ax a barp payer ada, 
‘The implacable, beautiful tyrant, 
Roso-erowned, having death in his hands; 
And a sound othe sound of Joud water 
iets far through the tight of the Bros 
mized with the lightning of laughter 
"A thunder of yee 
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Observo in these extraets the constant and inevitable dwelling 
On the beauty—the flood of beauty—that overflowed even Pagan 
observances and made them noteworthy to the poet. Observe, 
too, that the above lines, like all true poetry that deals with the 
Colours and shadows of human emotion, are written without 
Hhought—that is to say, by the pure sympathetic intuition of 
genius, without conscious reflection of any kind. It is not too 
Much to say that poetry written in this way is always trut, 
Aways faithful to the eternal yerities, however repellent it may 
Nppear at first sight, The untrue poetry (and the untrue proach- 
ing) is that which sets itself consciously and doliberately to 
formulate preconceived ideas, which struggles to give a seductive 
Bound to popular conceptions, and which keeps one eye on the 
[uper and the other cast steadfastly towards it artistic or theo; 

logical heave Where fear enters there can be no true poetical 
inspiration, and mo genuine oratorical success. Therefore we 
may quote here, as an d priori argument against the likelihood 
of our finding anything very original or valuable in the sermons 
beforo ns, tho words with which the preface concludes: ^ It only 
yemains for the writer to express his fervent. hope that by God's 
grace this volume may be of service. . . . And that it may 
he found to contain nothing inconsistent with simple submission 
to the mind of Holy Seripture as set forth in the teaching of the 
Church.” The concluding paragraph augurs ill, we think, for 
the chance of finding the power or the passion of genivs in 
tho addresses which follow. “Simple submission” may sound 
‘well from a pulpit, the words may fall with a gentle caressing 
sound on the ears of the women who adore such eloquence as 
Canon Liddon's; and may have a lulling, soothing, quietizing 
‘effect on those who are too idle or too feeble to think for them- 
yolves; but the world of deep-souled men requires more than this 
in one who aspires to be a leader and a teacher of the age. Not 
submission, but rebellion ; not peace and softness and quietude, 
but the passionate and restless aggression of novel, untamonblo 
thought; not the repression, but the exaltation of individuality 
—theso aro the truer characteristios of those who bear the blood- 
stained message of genius, and fill up the measure of the suffer- 
ings of Christ in every age. How would it have been, wa 
annot help asking, if Christ had started on his courso with a. 
ovorent and tender “submission ” to the Jewish and patriarchal 
mind? How would it have been if he had come to send peace 
n carth instead of a fiery, insatiable sword? “Simple submission" 
‘would not have helped mankind much at that marvellous era, nor 
Would it at any era pregnant masterly revolution and un- 
Uttored throes of thought. What was wanted then, what was 
Wanted at the time of the Reformation, what is wanted now—is 
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strong rebellion against worn-out dogmas, and a brave assertion 
of the new ideas which will presently gather round them 
amenities of poetry and painting and social observance and soulja 
ture, What is wanted is anything but “simple submission,” we 
repeat; rather infinite insubordination for the present, that sha 
furnish the ground for a reasonable and brave obedionco here 
after, For the only human road to peace is through the seus o 
anarchy and bloodshed—the redder our swords are now, thi 
purer shall thoy be hereafter, the more nobly tree from stai 
Wo are living in a troublous time, and thought has gone too fi 
to recede. ‘The vessel of thought, to use a metaphor, has bo 
watted, half involuntarily, out of sight of shore; the breez 
« Zeit-geist” has driven the toiling ship far out of sight of land 
and the planks and timbers are now tossed amid the foaming 
mid-sea breakers. This being so, there is but one course 
pursue—we must go forward. Retur we cannot; the orthodox 
gates have long been closed behind us, the orthodox harbours arg) 
as harbours of iron—imperturbably, endlessly shut. Nor do we 
long for zephyrs blown from the balmy orthodox cliffs, rather we 
will test tho breakers, and urge our storm-shod course toward 
now Americas of thought and discovery beyond the utmost westi 
Infinite Hope gleams before us in that golden sunset; bonds and 
imprisonment are behind. The “white sails” of explorers “ fill) 
the purple and the sombre seas, and they hail each the other to 
ask for the summer land, where faith climbs to beauty, and the 
lost bowers of childhood's trust may be found again.” 
Guorcz Barrow. 


BIBLIOLATRY ILLUSTRATED BY JEWISH DEDUC- 
"TIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES, 


Tr is an inconvenience incidental to the possession of a divin 
traditional revelation, that it tends to confine the mental develop 
ment of the people accepting it to a course of thought issuing 

last in gross and oven ridiculous conceptions of the system di 
the universe, All such revelations promulgate dogmas that nol 
only do not admit of sensuous verification, but cary their ads 
herents further and further from the realm of nature and faol 
‘This is especially likely to be the case when tho revelation 

been consigned to writing, for it then operates in a twofold way 
io repress the free exercise of thought. For, first the dogmag 
themselves have a hold on the reverence of the devotee, and ne 
the written words become an object of idolatry. Mental expan 
sion, therefore, with a people whose only intellectual develops 
ment is in the sphere of theology, can assist only in an endless 
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jussion of written texts, in which at last the texts come to be 

wed with a hidden meaning which they never contained, and 
it deductions of faney are at last exalted to a level in authority 
ith the original Scripture, 

No better exemplification of these truths can bo found than in 

‘Jewish notions of the structure of the heavens and hells, 
deduced by their rabbis and doctors from the Scriptures that 
‘wore in vogue among them as sacred during tho five centuries 

'eceding the Christian cra. 

Acknowledging my dependence upon the great work of 
froerer upon the sources of Christian doctrine (Ürekristenhum) 
lor my proofs, I will make a few citations from the Talmud, the 
"Iunyums, tho Sohar, and other Jewish works, which have grown. 
Up in the course of ages in the form of commentary and intar- 
pretation of their elder Scriptures, in illustration at once of the 
pnalaving authority of a written revelation, and of the extrava- 
gant absurdities which religious devotion can evolve from it, 


STRUCTURE OF THR HEAVENS, 


"Tho earth, according to these rabbis, stands in tho middlo of 
tho Universe, and above it are spread the heavens, one above 
nother, Thus, in the treatise Chayigah of the Talmud we find 
the followi Rabbi Judah has said, There are two heavens, 
because it is written (Deut. x. 19), * Behold, the heaven and the 
heaven of all heavens are the Lord thy God's” On tho other 
band, Rabbi Risch Lakisch maintains that there are sev 
heavens, They are called Volon, the Curtain; Rakia, the Arch ; 
Schekakim, the Clouds; Zebool, the Apartments; Maon, the 
Habitation; Makon, the Residence; Arabeth, the Ether. Velon 
servos no other purpose than to be drawn up ín the morning and 
spread ont again at evening ; and ovary day the work of creation 
is renowed. To it applies tho words of Isaiah (xl. 22), That 
stretches out the heavens as a curtain, and spreads them out as 
^ tent to dwell in. 


ye manna-bread for tho just. Of them it is said in Psalms. 

25), “He had commanded the clouds from above, and 

opened the doors of heaven, and caused the manna to rain down. 
In tho heaven Zebool is tho celestial Jerusalem, the temi 


‘and the altar where Michael, the great prince, stands and offe 
sacrifice, To him applies the saying in Ist Kings (viii. 13), " I 
havo built thee a house, a settled place, for thee to abide in for- 
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‘Muon is the heaven where the hosts of angels sit enthroned 
who by night sing praises, but by day keep silence in honour g 
Israel (for by day the holy people sing their songs aloft ii 
heaven). To the Maou applies the passage in Deut, (xxvi. H 
"Look down from thy holy dwelling. from heaven. 

Makon is the heaven where aro to be found the treasures of 
the snow and hail, the clamber of the baneful dew, of the rain 


from heaven, tho abode where thou dwelles 

Arabeth is the heaven where abide righteousness, the co 
of compassion, the treasures of life, peace, and blessing, the soul 
of the just, tho spirits who are at some timo to be ernbodiod, ant 
the dow with which God is hereafter to raise the dead to i 
‘There also dwell the Ophauim, the Seraphim, the holy anims 
the angels of the covenant, the throne of glory, the eternal king 
who ti Ì, ax it stands written in Psulms] 
(xviii. 9), “Sing unto God, sing praises to his name ; extol hin 
that rideth upou the Arabeth by his namo Jah.” 


There was a diversity of opinion among the rabbis, we seg 
as to whether there were two or seven heavens. The 
number by far believed in seven. A famous commentary 

the Midrasch Tanchuma, says: “The Sebeehinah onco dwelt upon 


earth, but after Adam sinned it ascended to the first heaven 
after Cain sinned it arose to the second ; at the time of the flood 
it mounted to the fourth; at the time of the tower of Babel t9 
the fifth ; at the time of the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah to th 
sixth; at tho time of the Egyptians of the days of Abraham ta 
the seventh. Seven just men—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Deity 
Kakoth, Arar, dad Moses, brought it down again by successiva 
fights, to the earth.” 

The Sohar, a compilation of Jewish theology, completed i 
the fourteenth century, though attributed to Simeon Bon Jochaij 
a rabbi of the second century, agrees in the number of the 
heavens with the Talmud. Thus, it declares: "God most hol 
made seven heavens, and in each are fixed and wandering sta 
and above all is the heaven Arabeth.” 

So, too, a Christian Father of the third centur 
Alexandria, in his Miscellauies (iv. 25), says: “There are. 
heavens, which some reckon by stages upward.” In the apo 
eryplial book, the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, the pat 
arch Levi is introduced as saying, “T fell aslep and beheld 
high mountain; . . . amd behold the heavens wore opened 
and an angel of the Lord said to me, ‘Levi, enter within; And 
Y stepped forth from the first heaven into the second, and I b 
held the upper waters which were suspended between tho fin 
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yd second heaven. Then I beheld the third heaven, which was 
much more luminous than the first two, and its height was 
-mmeasurable. I said to the angel, Why is this? He answered, 
‘Wonder not, for thou wilt find the other four incomparably 

ror and brighter when thou osceudest” Hear the doctrine of 

ho seven heavens. The lowest is darker than the rest, because 
dt is near by all the wickedness of men, ‘Tho second contains 
diro, snow, ice,—all ready for the day when the Lord shall exe- 
ute just judgment. In it are all the spirits which are to bo 
“wont out to take vengeance on the unjust. In the third heaven 
fire the powers of the camps which are ordained for the day of 
fient to take vengeance on, the sprite of error and Belial 
Hin the fourth heaven, above this, are holy angels, for highest 
above all dwells the Shechinah in the holy of holies. In tho 
fifth heaven dwell the angels of the countenance, who serve there 
mnd slone to tho Lord for all the sins of weakness of the just, 
They offer to the Lord the fragrance of spiritual service and 
bloodless sacrifices. In the next heaven are the angels who bear 
Answers from the Lord to tho spirits of the countenance. Fi 
‘illy, in tho seventh dwell the thrones and powers; and there 
forover resound songs of praise to God.” 

So the apocryphal book, the Ascension of Isaiah, reckons seven. 

the Lord shall come with his angels and with holy 
powers from the seventh heaven, clad in the splendour of the 
seventh heaven." 

"These old Jewish speculatioris not only found a place in Chris- 
finn apocryphal literature, but made part of the creed of inspired 
Now Testament writers. Thus, in Ephesians (iv. 10), wo have 
the words, “Who ascended above all eavens.” And in 

Hebrews (iv. 14) wo have the passage, " Having therefore a great 

igh priest who has passed through the heavens.” ‘The Apostle 

Poul speaks of a third heaven (2 Cor, xii, 2)—"T knew a man 

caught up to the third heaven.” And it is probable that 

hie held to the accepted Jewish tradition on the subject; but as 

forgot to reveal it as from the Lord, we ean only work out 
conception by the aid of the carnal understanding. 

God being of the nature of light, wove the heavens also out of 

ht. Thus, in the treatise Pirke licer, it is said, "The 
wens were created of the light of the ever-blessed God, He 

k his vestnro and spread it out like a cloak. And the 

vens were spread out and extended till be said to them, 
mgh! Hence the name of God is called Shaddai, su 
use he said to them, It is enough! and they stood fa 
low for the proof, which is also enough.) " But that 
Wen was created from his vesture of light is evident from 
is, because it stands written (Psalms civ. 2), Who coverest 
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thyself with light as with a garment; who strotchost out: 
hhoavons like a curtain!” 1 

Heaven is therefore light and serene, and night arises be 
at evening the first heaven, called Velon, is drawn like a o 
over the Arch above. So in the treatise Beracoth of the Talim 
it is asserted, “Rabbi Huna has said, wo see certain stars wh 
the curtain of heaven is drawn asunder and rolled up, so that 
catch a glimpse of the splendour of heaven. 
remains over by day for the common eye, wh 
ceeds from the Curtain, and the gaze of inspired persons 
sees all things clear and bright and pierces heaven with 
mysteries, 

Tn the second heaven are found, according to the Testan 
of Levi, the upper waters, whieh fall upon the earth as 
when the celestial water-gates are opened. 

‘Tho distance from one heaven to another is very great. 

a commentary on Malachi, called Jalkut Simeon (Simeon 
Pouch), it is said, “ From the earth to tho first heaven is as 
as ono can travel in 500 years; and it is just as fur from th 
second to tho third, from the third to the fourth, from the fom 

to the fifth, from the fifth to the sixth, and from the sixth to t 
seventh. And the reason is given in the Jerusalem Talmud ai 
follows:—" Our rabbies say, from 

trayol as many years as are equal to all the ye 

archs added together. Abraham (deducting the years in whid 
he knew not God) lived 173 years, Isane 187, and Jacob 140) 
in all, 500 ye And, i 
was correct, reliance was had upon Deuteronomy xi. 21, upon 
tho words, * As the days of heaven upon carth, 

As as applicable in proof of the doctrine as were 

proverbs in illustration of his wise remarks. In the same way 
‘they inforred, that as there was a joumey of 500 years from th 
earth to the firmament, so 500 years were needed to travel front 
one firmament to anot! 

The earth remains fixed in the middle of the Universe, 
the seven heavens revolve around it one above anothe 
strange tale in illustration of this is found in the treatise Bay 
Baltra of the Talmud. Rabba, the grandson of Annas, sai 
“Twas once journeying through tho desert, when a merch 
Joined me, who said to me, * Come, I will show thee the plad 
Where earth and heaven touch each other’ 

‘basket and set it in the window of heaven till I should have utter 
iny prayer. When I had finished, I missed my basket. Then Is 

to the merchant, ‘Thieves here, too?” He answered, *No; 
the turning over of the heaven is the cause of your loss. "Wai 
till morning, and you will find your basket again "- This nob 
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whether the basket did, in fact, literally “tum up” again, 

Il faith in the actual revolution of the heaven lies at the basis 

‘the story, and the same view was entertained by the learned 
lo of Alexandria, 

Paradise, Hell, and the Storchouse of Souls were mado, ac- 
ling to some rabbis, at the same time with heaven and earth; 
ding to others, beforehand. Says the Targum of Jerusa- 
on Genesis, “ Before the world was founded, God created 

ip Law, and prepared the garden of Eden for the just, that they 

ight be happy and eat of the fruits of the tree of life, for hav- 
during life observed the commands of that law; and for the 
lless he made Hell, which is like a sharp two-edged sword ; 
parks of fire and glowing coals issue forth from it to punish 
il-doers, who during life have despised the law. 
THE PARADISES AND WELLS. 

But some rabbis held to two paradises and two hells, Says 

rabbi of the middle ages (Rabbi Menasseh Ben Israel) : “They 

ho are versed in the secret doctrine maintain unanimous) 
int there is am upper and a lower paradise. The one is calle 
Hho upper palace; thee are rivers of bulsam and all tho joys of 
ife. The lower paradise, which is called the under 


‘the future li 
|Dilace, possesses something of the joys of the future life, bub 
Dot of itself ; they are communicated from tho upper one: >.. 
‘Dur rabbis have taught that there is one Hell above, and a 
ther here below.” 

Paradise and hell aro both enormously large, but tho latter is 
"nore spacious than the former, because there are more bad than 

d men, In tho treatiso Zannith of tho Talmud it is said: 
^ Our rabbis teach that Egypt is 400 miles long and as many in 
breadth, and Africa is six times as largo ns Egypt, and the 
World six times as large as Africa, the garden of Eden six times 
‘ns large as the world, Eden itself six times as large as the gar- 
flen, but hell six times as large as Eden, so that the whole world 
compares with hell as the cover to the vessel whose mouth it 
loses. Some assert that hell cannot be measured ; while others 
maintain that Eden cannot be measured.” 

Paradise has seven divisions. Says a rabbi in the Talmud: 
‘In the garden of Eden are built seven mansions, each of which 
is 12,000 miles in length, and 10,000 miles in breadth, and 
100,000 miles in height" The materials of which these man- 
tions are built are pearls and precious stones. The glory of 

wadiso is thus described (in the Jalkut Simeon): “Rabbi 

joshua, the son of Levi, has said, There are two gates of rubies 
in paradise, and by them stand 600,000 attendant angels, and 
he countenance of every ono gleams like the glory of heaven, 
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"When a just man arrives, they take off the clothes which he] 
worn in the grave and invest him with eight garments wa 
out of the cloud of glory; and they set two crowns upon 
head, ono made of pearls and precious stones, the other of. 
finest gold ; then they put eight myrtle branches in his haw 
praise him and say, Go, eat thy bread with joy. ‘Then f 
bring him where there are streams of water, surrounded by 
species of roses and myrtles, and every just man has a sj 
covering or canopy, as it stands written (in Isaiah iv. 5), ' 
glory shall be a covering forall’... Over every cang 
also shines a golden vine, on which aro thirty pearls, cachi 
which shines like tho evening star. Under every canopy e 

a table of precious stones and pearls, and sixty angels surrout 
every just man, and say to him; * Go hence and eat honey Wil 
joy.” "The most uncomely among the just is as fair in figure: 
Joseph and Rabbi Johanan. Porticoes of silver pomegra 
are set up around, which shine so that there is no night wil 
them. . . . There are also in this paradise 800,000 varieti@l 
of treos in overy corner, the smallest of which is moro exoclld 
than all the trees that bear spices. In every comer st 
600,000 attendant angels, that sing with charming voice, and i 
the midst rises the bread of life, whose branches overshadow 
paradise, This tree has 500,000 varieties of savour, no one! 
which is like another; and of its 500,000 varieties of odour 
resemble one another. Seven clouds of glory are over it, anda 
is shaken from the four sides of the world, so that its fragram¢ 
distils from one end of paradise to the other. Beneath it sit 
disciples of tho sages, who expound the law, and every ono hi 
over him two canopies, one formed of stars, the other of sun a 
moon, and between every two is a curtain woven of the cloud 
glory.” 

As the divisions of paradiso aro sevenfold, so also are those @ 
hell, and each has its name, the proof of which is found in 
Scripture text. According to an old commentary on Teal 
every one of tho hells is 300 miles long, 300. broad, 1000 
height, and 100 miles deep. Somo rabbis give it seven g 
and some threo, ‘Thus the treatise Erubim of the Talm 
“Rabbi Jeremiah has said, Three gates lead to hell; one is 
the desert, one in the soa, and one in Jerusalem.” That there 
one in the desert is proved from the saying (in Numb. xvi. 38 
“And thoy and all that they had went down into the pit.” H 
there is one in the sea is proved from Jonah ii. 3, “ I cried from 
the belly of hell, and thou did'st hear me^ There is one il 
Jerusalem, for it stands written in Isaiah xxxi. 9, " Thus. s& 
the Lord whose fire is in Zion, and whose furnace is in Jer 
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‘As paradise is a place of happiness, so pain and anguish pm 
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În hell; eternal flames of fire blaze through it: Tn regard 
Mlle duration of these flames it is related in the Talmud that. 
Ibi Joseph declared, “The fire of Gehenna, which was created 
[the second day, shall not be extinguishod forever, because it 
itten (Isaiah Ixvi. 24) + Their fire shall not be quenched.” 
Phe torture of the denizens of hell, as well as the’ happinoss 
the occupants of paradise, is increased by the circumstance 
IM. both realms are closely contiguous, barely separated. by- m 
MI, so that the unhappy can behold tho joys of the pious, and. 

utter the torments of the former. “How great,” inquiros 

Talmud, “is the interval between tho two! A hand's 
Hwith! Rabbi Johanan has said there is a wall betwoun 

I; our rabbis maintain that they are closely conjoined, so. 

it it is possible to lodk from one into the other." 

‘In the apocryphal Jewish book of Esdra, which dates from. 
tho time of Christ, is the following passage:—" Then the 

lys of punishment shall open over against the abodes of joys 
Ml then shall appear the nether furnace near by the paradise of 
‘Then the Highest shall say to tho risen dead: Look ye. 

Kl understand who he is whom ye have denied, to whose pre~ 
jts ye have been unwilling to submit, and whose commands 
despised. Ye see before you on the one side joy and conso- 
ion, on the other judgment and unquenchable fire, which shall: 
you about.” Thus, according to the opinion of the writer, 

Il the Highest address the reprobate in the future world, be- 

lise they have despised the Messiah. 
is idea came down to the times of the composition of the 
pels, for in Luke xvi, 26 Jesus is made to say in the parable 

Dives and Lazarus: “Between you and us there is fixed m 

it gulf (or chasm), so that they who would pass hence to you 

Imot, neither can they on that side pass over to us 

jut long before the gospel of Luke was written, the unknown. 
lthor of the Book of Enoch, differing from the Talmudists, hadi 
|, " Three separations have been made between the spirits of 

# dead, and thus have the spirits of tho righteous been separated, 

ely, by a chasm, by water, and by light" But ho also takes 
granted that paradise and hell are in oloso contiguity. 
‘A. theory of creation prevalent among the rabbis before the 
Ino of Christ, embraced a speculation abont the origin of souls, 
Ilio souls of all men were made at the creation, and kept in a 
shouso called Sup, awaiting their changes to be born, Thus 
tead in the Talmud: "Rabbi Joseph has said, the son of 
Wid, that is the Messiah, will not come till all the souls in 
ph have an end, that is shall have been invested with bodies, 
Rabbi Solomon says, Suph is a great treasure-room in which 
Mod has deposited all souls since the creation of the world” . 
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In the fourth book of Esdras we have these unborn & 
anxiously inquiring concerning the coming of Messiah, tl 
“About these things the souls of the just in their storelig 
asked, saying, How long shall we be here, and when shall 6 
tho harvest of our reward? And tho archangel Je 
answered, Messiah shall come when the number of those W 
aro as you are shall be full, . . . In tho timo of tho Mesi 
it shall come to pass that infants of a year old shall talk 
converse, . And the earth that does not appear shall 
seon soon, and the full storehouse of souls shall be found empl 
"The sense of these last words is—A new earth shall appa 
adorned with all manner of fruits, and the storehouses of. 
which were previously full, shall become empty; for all the 
there kept have put on bodies, and the last condition to 
coming of the Messiah is thereby fulfilled. Thus the souls 
the dead and the unborn, according to the theory, are stom 
away till Messiah shall come, 

"The passages of Scripture upon which the rabbis relied! 
establish this theory are not given by the author whom I fol 
but doubtless there were many from which rabbinical subi 
and invention could deduee them. 

As a pendant to this general view of creation, I may menti 
that these rabbis, by diligent study of Scripture, had discover 
many particulars incident to the different days of the week | 
creation, which no mind not besotted in its idolatry to a writ 
revelation would ever have discerned. Thus in the Pirke dg 
one of the treatises of the Talmud, we have this remarkab 
information: Ton things were made on the first Friday, in 
evening twilight—the crevice in the earth (in which Korah 
his host sank down), the outlet of the fountain of Miriam, 
mouth of Balaam’s ass, the rainbow, the rod of Moses, the wo 
sehamir, tho original of tho law and the copy, and the two tabl 
To these some add—the devils, the grave.of Moses, the ram 
our father Abraham, and the first pair of tongs. Inasmuch ag 
the forging of a pair of tongs, another pair is requisite; God | 
lis omnipotence. provid rst pair by which oth 
Soli be made. rom which it appears that questions sii 
to that about the priority of the hen or the egg, occupied tl 
leisure of these worthy doctors. i 

Tn the Targum of Jerusalem we read, “On the fifth day G 
rented tho great monsters of the waters, leviathan and his fem 
‘which have been prepared against the day of consolation.” 
is, they aro to be eaten in the days of tha Messiah. 

So in the Talmud it is said, “On the sixth day God ere 
the behemoth, the great wild ox that lies on a thousand hil 

+ That ox is destined for the great banquet of the just/i 
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future world, Therefore is it said (in Job xiv. 14), ‘He who 
made him shall smite him with the sword? 
om the Talmud it also appears that the same fate awaits 
female leviathan: “ OF everything living, God in his world. 
jo male and female. Therefore he formed leviathan male and. 
jilo. But if they had multiplied and increased, they would. 
i destroyed the whole world. What did the Lord, He 
Jered the male impotent, and the female he slew and salted 
n for the just in the future world, as it stands written (in 
ah xxvii. T), “He shall slay the dragon that is in the sea” 
Whe author of the Book of Enoch entertained the same view 
the destination of these two animals. “But when the time 
ill como,” says he, “then shall the power, the punishment, and 
it judgment take place, which the Lord of Spirits has prepared 
i those who do homago to the. judgment of righteousness, for 
Jose who abjure that judgment, and for those who take his 
me in vain. That day has been prepared for the elect as a 
iy of covenant, and for sinners as a day of inquisition, In that 
ly shall be distributed for food two monsters--a female monster 
lose name is leviathan, dwelling in the depths of the sea, 
love tho springs of water; and a male monster, whose namo is 
llomorh, which possesses tho invisible wilderness.” 
Our inspired Now Testament writer, Jude, quotes as authority 
in this same book of Enoch the following words, “ Behold the 
[ori cometh with ten thousand of Ilis saints to executo judg- 
We have scen what ki 


and quoted 
hat 1 have just given from the samo book, can any one doubt 
jat this wonderful banquet of the just at the last day would 
Wve constituted an unquestionable article of faith in the creed 
fall Christendom? And that it would have been an accepted 
terion of an orthodox Christian to believe that pickled lovia- 
han and salted behemoth will be served out to the righteous at 
io last judgment ? 
Upon just such trivial accidents does the faith of any man 
pend who believes in infallible religious books; and the mass 
nonsense I have here exhibited is tho simple and inevitable 
itzrowth of all shades of bibliolatry, where the authority of rea- 


bmit to voluntary mental blindness for the poor advantages of 
ing guided by the despotic ignorance of the past. 


Washington, D.C, U.S.A. 
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IRVINGITES AND SPIRITUALISTS. 
By Sr. George Stock, Pembroke College, Oxon, 


Oven a small alley off the High Street of Oxford hav 
‘appeared the words, * Catholic Apostolic Church,” sho 
n section of the Trvingite body has established itself in thi 
‘A fortnight ago T had tho curiosity to attend Sunday & 
servico ub 6.80, as conducted by this somewhat ecoontrio 
‘After passing through a door at tho bottom of the 
mounted somo steps, and found myself in a veritable 
chamber, where a score or so of respoctable but not arist 

e wore assembled. Thoy were in immediate expect 
of the end of the world, though ono could not have gath 
from their appearance." From the decorations of the altar 
the attire of the minister, the uninitated stranger might 
imagined himself in some make-shift Ritualistic chapel 
service, howovor, was very quiet, and differed little from d 
the Church of England, as by law established. — The “pa 
was not distinguished for unotion 
speaker. During his discourse I 
overa prayer book that had been supplied me. 
contents struck me as rather quaint. For instance, “A fe 
service for invoking the blessing of God upon a doork 
and “A form of service for blessing a lodging-chambery 
noticed also * A form of service to be used in passing an 


‘The pastor's discourse was on the subject of the Apostleship, 
main difforentiating tenet of the Irvingites. It was di 
to show that bishops were not apostles, and could not do 
work of apostles. Apostles were appointed by God, bishops. 
all subordinate funotionaice were appointed by men. 


old, God had appointed. twelve apostles to sot the affairs of 
Church going, so in these last days he had appointed tw 
mote to wind them up. After the service was over, the 
very politely éame and offered to lend me the prayer 
which he bad seon mo examining, if 1 could promise to 
it. Though this offer was declined, it opened up an oppor 
for conversation, 1 was naturally anxious to know what. 
¢ guarantee of the divine appointment of the apostles wh 
I had just been called upon to obey implicitly, but, as us 
found my want of faith come in my way. The proof of. 
divine appointment of the Irvingite apostles was that they 
of divine appointment, and if my heart was in a right slat 
would know it. Having thus had my doubts upon this 
‘etolved, T nest inquired wha aa a practical quasion, 
that must before long be faced, the Irvingites would do 
the lust of the three surviving apostles followed in the wi 
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thers, It seemed to me that their chief point of difference 
tho English Church lay in the non-aceeptance by the 
‘of the Apostolate, and that; therefore, on the removal of 
stumbling-block the most obvious courso would be quiotly 
into that communion, The pastor considered this spocula- 
vain and curious, and told me he would not undertake to 
jor all the questions I might ask. Having the apostles, they 
ld obey them, and not trouble themselves with what did mot 
‘Tt was evidently his own opinion that the 

l'a Coming would got them out of the difficulty. My next 
tion was whether it was truo, as alleged, that the exercise 
‘piritual gifts among tho Irvingites had been dying out of 
T wanted to know whether it was possible to wit- 

But all the satis- 


in for myself. 
Craving the reader’s indulgence for the egotistic form of this 
erative, I will proceed to give him an account of a visit to Mr. 
ihews So people agree in calling him; though he signs 
mself “Mathew,” and as a Baptist, bas, I suppose, a peculiar 
ht to shape his own designation. Taking a walk the othor 
iy with a military friend who was interested in Spiritualism, 
t required evidence to produce conviction, it suddenly struck 
that it might be a good plan to proceed to Eynsham, a small 
m five miles from Oxford, and seo if we could get a s(anoo 
it of Mr. Mathews, The first man we mot in Eynsham was 


‘was occupied with his next Sunday's discourse. In the two 
I have mentioned dwells Mr. Mathews, unfortunately a 
lower, with two pretty, intelligent-looking children, a girl and 
boy, the former of whom was the medium in the very curious 
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manifestations he obtained. We were disappointed to heat 
he had abjured Spiritualism, though it became plain that he 
good reason for that resolve. He spoke feclingly of the dis 
it had occasioned him, owing to persecution and the desertio 
fronds, In a small town or village theso grievan 
real, and especially to a man of Mr. Mathews’ profess 
Botore we lott Mr. Mathews very kindly furnished me will 
copy of a paper-containing a long letter which embodies 
principal experience. I think I shall be consulting the 
Interest by letting the dealer in devils speak for himself, 
SPIRITUALISM AT EYNSHAM—THE BAPTIST MINISTER AYTACI 
BY RAGING DEVILS. 
(To the Eli of de “ Oxford ines 

Diis Sin, Your contributor, « Jack o Lantern," in hi remarks i 
ak Jotter, says ho a^ wr te diabliver in spiriialin "On the À 
trary, although he considers me credulous and simple for believing n 
Could no more disbelieve it shan I could disbelieve in the vale 
GU human beings around me. 7 

il, howerer, ate the grounds of my believing that good and 
piis até in ete ageney around us 

P our écntributor speaks of ons whcel Dd apisiie misd; T'ai hdl 
obliged, for my bed i often dasled ai wiih ku angry hand, and 
thrown upon if when there las been a jeg fll lefe out inthe Bonsey 
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bout two years ago, on the death of my wife, I procured a planch 
‘which isan instoument for facilitating spirit commuvication. Tt ira 
lod mahogany, heart-shaped, with a hole at the beart-Doint, b 
"With cork into which a pencil i fixed, Underneath are wheels, mad 
As to turn every way, and moving on the least impulse given, T tied 
"bout twelve mantha to get writing, but was not mediumisti 
old me afterwards that they could not pass trough me. T rogrottd | 
A the time but havo since been glad of it 
One evening I said to my little dmghter, cight years of age, “ Su 
you tay” She put her hand on the planchette, and after avi it 
{o movo, and a word was writen. She tried again an thoro cune, 
mma, | will ke you while you aeq." She 
cited tatonishnent’ "We found aficrwarir 
Ting and iva sone due before we gt writing from ye 
Afiervhida wo did frequently (an we suppose), Te would tako too id 
Nato the elicumatance under which we beard fron h 
cami the writing went on to hund 
ards found that many of them wan 
evil apirita or devil si of decease relatives, and pre 
ing to be thom.” AL last eame drawings under the hand of the mel 
preening among other things Dates betwee, good and evil pi 
by the side ot fallen evil spirit was written, “dea” Amd the 
ware represented with harpa praising God. And. the shields of 
picta wore ahown as having the likeness of God, as He ia described i 
book of Daniel, with * God" written; while the shields of evil spirita! 
shown as having Satan's image, with Satan" written. I did mob] 
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ied with this, and put a variety of questions, to which I received 
jous answers, which would require too much space here. 
mig the evil spirits represented as slain, was one over whom was 
the mame ^ Appolyun and à taborinat evil spirit wan behind 
fs his sorvant, And it was said that this * Appolyon was Botan 
‘We shall bave occasion to refer to him agat. 

hoy algo wrote, and signod it as if written by my wife, that in my ecllar 
rid a treasure, in lumps of gold and some silver, to the amount of 
jousand pounds, stating it to have buen buried with a monk of tho no 
HHL Pheto in 1664, and that he died the frat Sunday in May, and that tho 
ole ground was ones a burial ground for monks. T raised objections to 
ho name nnd the probability of the treasure, und received urious answers 
Wie it is strange that when the collar was dug human. bones were dug out 
ich T was much sarprised at, as no bürial there by ua had ever taken 
Just t this juncture, one ovening, cume a writing professing to be 
y wife, saying that ahe had not been for some time, that evil spirita 
that all about the gold vas nonsense, that good spirita 
Hovor vent out to battle as was pretended, and that they wanted mo to dig, 
{all down and be killed, requesting that the books shouid be burnt, aud 

Ming, "there are evil spirita here now.” Iu tke course of the comma 
ston: came one, whose writer professed to come to guard us for the night, 


bably an evil spirit. I therefore 

lear Ma?” For it was signed as if 

' And Fused with the demand a loud invocation. In a moment 

hi child's hand dashed swiftly along the paper. **No! you murderer, yon 
Yunbond, you liar, &., &c, &c, &e., you fool, my name is Appolyon,” 
Aen repeated the invocation, and commanded him to leave us, With 
froater rage and more multiplied epithets he wrote as the hand dashed over 
tho paper, “ T will never leave you, I will always be with you, and be your 
mentor.” Ina communication I received next day, profossing to be from 

y wife, it was said, + Ho was obliged to tell who he was under your inyo- 
ion." My little’ daughter was afraid, and said he would do us some 
‘but T reminded her we were under the protection of God, and he 
‘stronger than devils. That night I shall never forget; I never ex- 
led to have the experience of sleeping in a room where raging devils 

I wound my watch up in the t very carefully, but there 

ied a hand upon it; it stopped, and in the morning tho mainspring 
found broken, We bad some intimation of what we might expoch for 

Ih wires of the clock were rattled, although the door was T Desi- 


Tappings, and rattlinga, and. 
Toom. "Bvery time we Wo 
‘of loctrical tou 


the room.” I remembered that, and that I passed by it again to aco if 
(onld vibrate from my tread, but it did not. 
"Th next day a drawing by the spirits was made of the scone. Some of 
lovils were represented as under the bed, some as over 
d it, and a drawing of my wife as guarding by my aide, beside whom 
Vol IX. E 
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‘was written “Ma,” and Twas told the next day that there were a ‘Io 
thom.” T inquired on the morrow if there were any way of getting rid 
these ovil pita and was answered, "No T then inquired how we 

to got sleep, and it waa said, ^ l'nt two Bibles on the pillows and ty. 
"The next night I put three open Bibles on the pillows, and all was s 
death. "Pho children slept so still that I could not tell whether they. 
dead or alive in the night, I lifted up the hand of my little boy iud 
‘dark, nnd it fell as if devoid of all lie. Tt was only by putting my eat 

his Heart that L could tell whether he lived. But when Lawoke in the ni 
T noticed a peeuliar smell in ibo bed, a kind of sour vinegar, brimat 
smell. inquired what this was, and the answer was it was the smell 
‘vil spirits drawn out from the bed by the Bibles j 1 


Only this week as we rose from worship a large spider wan found oii 
daughter'a arm, with ita fangs burid in ber ish aud sucking her bl 
Thave often had to eut out of the children’s copy books indeliente 
‘unoloan drawings, when they lad left their books for a moment and 
dine pons uel: And when chalk ban boon about, ur pen 
had to use the sponge or flannel on the floor or on boxes, Evil piri 
doubt, aro * unclean se. 

"Won one who preten 3 good spirit wrote about. thei 

to kill me, it vaa said that if 1 bought a lambit would drive them a 
‘he Hau d aypane was take 'amover lamh sereenim 
aciliten from barm. “Tal care abont dying. I wan road 
T should reach my home, B y exvoutor where he would fi 
will in cam anything should happe 

Thought the lamb, but as 1 discovered that devila and not good 
had boon writing. I sold itagain 


“Tho lam that I parteid with the butcher told 
about fortnight, but one morning he found it si 
wrth ies had up de dough it lad tie to get tà 
Ti. e seemed to me aif it had been drightened to death, ie bi 
p 

"About bir ore was strong straggle or pretended sti 
‘poten tho spirita Which should poe 
ave pui the usual question as to the presene of tho good 
anawar has come, ^ Nes {ae is here but wou t let her write 
"Phen T have wail “She. shal 
he matin yyole L rond, and while 1 wrote question se read, ai 
‘wo got commonientions with the right rigeatare, But iC break oot 
inte reading the wrong signature came, and the writing was partly ool 
or altered. ‘Hen we agred upon a form of words to be used by te 
Spirit and before beginning 1 uttered te invocation, which was 
Wy invocation which we thought was sae, aad that no evil spirit could i 
it. Dat aftur that one evening the invocation was used and answered 
fhe Dis wore not use atd tbere came a eommnnieation ea 

sson with going and persuading certain parties not to come Hà 
Bunday worship. d went round and found itall false, “Then Í said, “ 
aae all lying spirits," so T came home, and a second time barned al 
communications 

“After feeling much discouraged for a few days 1 one morning fot 
Tei of a Bible folded over aad over, pointing to the passage Her. 
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aru found dotted down by other hands than ours, I had been praying one 

ning between four and Give, I think for half-an-hour or an hour, and 

Aooping till my eyes were red and swollen, I found this dotted down, 
nothy i. 3 and 4 verses. 

writings all about tho: place, full of 

broken needles taken from us. 


JU ave writing from © won't have So rubbed 
I sorayod it out, time after timo; then ib waa written with a pointed 
Mone, palled up from botween two stones in tho aisle. This was 0 dee 
the top of one of tho seats that 1 had bard matter to serape ie out, 
on found dotted down in Watts bymn-book a corner of tho leaf to the 
tec 


“Should vilo blasphemers with disdai 
tho tran of doeu vai 
Til meet the wandal and th 
‘And sing, and triumph in his 


When T havo hoon preaching and referring to devils, and their inevitable 
vom, and how the whole range of the Word of God gives intimation only 
JU punishment and not of pardon to them, I have found tho clothes and 
“papers. in my bedroom dashed about, and the large ooking-glasa of my 
Pllonier ruining down with spittle. 


|, But time would fail me to tell of all thws troubles we have (o passthrough 

Jo spots of blood coming om chairs; tho smearing of Moody fingers on 

[peking ; the breaking or hiding of strong damning needles, thie eatting ont 

pieces som stockings while they were heing mended, if left for a moment: 

Mhe sudden slamming of the pulpit door while the children were playing al 

nth în the fable pow, so that I can now hardly shut tho dovr 30; Qo 

hing of tho children on the ground, so that they enme in covered with 

At and crying; the dashing of their hands and heads against walls, ao 

lint thoy came in bleeding and bruised to tha bone; the laying about of a 
tislanee that looks like salt or whi 

Hinstowo, and put thera to kill tbe children (my itle girl was going to wat 

Jnnt ahe smelt it first, and it smelt ike brimstone: $ sow and wondered 

intchos left on tho table woro 

pere ona morning, a 

vo wrtton a eoin 

el it of the glass with a 

ño. 1 put a direction of a 

T wont for JE it was gono, but 

st in a eobwob bohind a bond. 

hidden, A" bonntiful old. 


Hymn bon 
hidden for weoks. "A hand is struck on a dusty Hd of a paddod box in 
Parlour, "I went in and was startled by it leaving a leur impression, 
eannrod my own hand on it, and found mine was smaller: tho two 
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{Que day my dor camo in wth ar hand string wit Dol, Si 
said that while coming by the malthouse, in the wall there was fixed 
hend in; thatthe rail point had small hooks, and in the nail was 

jargo poisonous beetle. which she seems to know quite well, with 
dn yor on tu 203 ATSOA DA vencia essenred othe veel het 
A she passed her hand waa dashed against i, the nail disappeared in 
Wall; some of the poison, she said, went on the back of her bump, wad t 
hail inthe ball of it. 1 washed the wound wel, and kept applying turp 
tine, but on the back of the thumb rose mp am eruption, which is D 
tay yet. The davila sem to aves pret hired vd o cma 

‘Some time ago, having to go to Oxford, my Title daughter was sent o 
sativa for tha day, who prepared for hera nice dinner. But the child wi 
driven into the street by omo of these evil ones, and there I found her v 
ame home. She said abe had been in doors with her relative tl late 
tho afomoon. Bat words that were dropped made me doubt tis, and a 
Thad sot her down to her writing I went to enquire, found out the tru 
and punished hor severely. While sho was all weeping, I cast my oye 
her writing hook, and thero was written with the still wel pon, just left, wr iting 
0 small that T had to get an eye glass to read 1t— Silly ing, I filed h 
{mouth with lcs; now whip lr". I fal powerlosa baare an invisi 
ike this, for it was actuating to evil and then demanding punishment. 
‘ho vict. I fall on my knoes with tears, and gathering my children 
my arms, supplicated God's protection against the oppression, Sometin 
{hn combination is so strong. and the children so devon, tii. I sum son 
io iive np, aud to think T had better destroy myself, Dat no doubt thie 
one aim d (ho enemies, while they are working that deop depression vi 
Wt often mado Me sint enda at at ar nn goad n 
seem abont w 


And wake and find tho feat 
mornings ago it was a very dark green feather, soft, and bending ra 
this moming it was a very black feather, I never fult such a moll onf 
between three and four inches long, and bending round. 


T was praying in our church one evening, and tho children were iln 
ach and of hall table in tho oom, atthe window, 1 wan enjoying pes 
T'rsppose too much for the devis. for T had struck a line of thought fij 
the promiso” wil maks erooked things straight,” and was lending, 
Taming rough the Bible, and through the histories of David, Jos 
ieob, Mordecai, de., 4o, where the erooked had been mae straight, w 
tll at once T heard such an oulery, and rushing into tho room I eaw 
dallo, the two chaira, and the two children, all ati together, ready to 
famed over, and en iakstand which hed beem corked, and put up on 
window ledge, half wey merus the room aad the cork oul and ink. 
Tuttle where no accidental impulse could hare thrown thems T ran 
Help, and they told me Unt an aort was scddealy unde to dash them! 
Over, My daughter suid that she could foal that an adore vas madat 
ke be ine; bat ha by rete tho ined os ack mund, 
bring the Blow against the outside i wn T looked 
tere a dark rob about three inches ong, — ~ 

Bat T mua m irum ineat to arent on which I mast bat 
touch, 

'T think I have said enough to show that whoever else may “ poka 
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fritualism,” T could not do it. It seems to mo that Spiritualism is the 
iLintended remedy for that growing materialism of the ago which would 
jon land the world in atheism. Spiritualism is interwoven with the his- 
ry of every age and nation. T suppose tbere are few families [n which 
(denis of Spiritualism bave not occurred. Paul was a spiritualist, for 
aks of a ^ Messenger of Satan sent to buffet him, and ho besought 
[ord three" (è Cor. xii. “Believe not every spirit, 
ie spirita whether L" Peter and Jamos woro 
thoy met the 
Christ w 
ritualist, 


JV ertain place and of being k ing 
Might was liko tho rolling of cannon balls abont the room. And T remember 
Ji spenis of the dovil mocking him from a tower. Ihe Pilgrim Fathers 
Wore spiritualista, and gave records to that effect Some of tho Puritan 
Ji Cromwell's time were spiritualist. And tho spiritmalists in America 
Nuober by millions. 

Tt remaina for me to state a few conclasions T have come to from all the 


2. T believe that the whole world ie fal of active evil spirits, whose 


existence is only developed or Me to us, "e are in 
ontact with melimabip, thal they ate chicly responsible or threo perta 


S the erime and accidents occuring. If » magneler om a platiorm omi 
Jule his anbjote ol operation forge the ova name, bow noon may con- 
usc be introduced ino railway routino by the action of invisible jene; 
3 that the most disastroes results may spring. Human ting i any 
form is gladdcning to dovile "Give ler a double lenson.” "lam glad 
Jee iae whipped nas Tav ben iral writings abot. T can pee bow 


low they have sometimes made the helpless sick suffer; and in looking 
Pack traco positive tokens of their presence, and their work of guilt has 
Men going on 0000 yeurs. 

One of the 
Weems to 


Mond ho» ie macular 
har olan thonght they have redervous, where they moct and tll 
Bd niaes ia tote espion” figs toes bacanta lnc are teat 
oen whee everything works waters. "In a former consmarieatica, 1 
Prt sd oil spins efr aa 11 clock but wore Sn and out occasionally.” T 
en rey, hoe the dope bogia i owl, - ion davis ue inet apa? 
Phuy howled this morning whan T was in prayer at five o'clock, and T goon 
ind evidenco of their presence. And at seven while washing my child’ 
They #80 bocana suey vhadeve stp ves vet, ut st let VB 6 
Ie of binck dirt; so then I bogan tw sing a byme (hey can't bear singing 
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‘Divine songs. And after a discouraging Sunday evening when I have gon 
‘about singing — 


they bavo seemed (o rage; and the boy has come in coverod with dunt 
having been dashed domn. Amd when we nave been singing tho eveni 
hymn in hed, he has mudo a curious noise, and when I stopped, he said 8 
Jnd hat hold of his throat. im A 
I believe they are merry as well as marderous. "Threo m'a would 

describe them, merry, mocking, and murderous. Two of tho frst words wél 
had written were mocking words. I could give a curious incident ol thell 
morriness, and for misehicl they are ready f ron à marble to 
murder. The panies on battle fiolda and im congregations, which hi 
often been so fearful, and tho frenzy of mobs È trace all to them, 120) 
member reading when a bay of tho murder of à woman in Berkshire. 
"liat the man struck her head off But the murderer sid sudden temp 
{ation came upon him, and when be struck tho blow, the demon's oyad 
Mashed fio. Aw to marbles, I was ono Sunday morning ut ouo o'elodi 
pacing tho aisla, and praying, when all at once x marble was put into 
follow in one of tho stones. That was to distract attention, and t Lol m 
know who was at hand. But though mocking, ike other mocker they don! 
Jiko to bo mocked, "called ono a dunce-dovil, because a name he wri 
ften to moek me b y mischief T fnd dono, T 
‘Thoro in that dun he last timo he wrote fi 
abbroviatod the word. > -s 

Tt only romains that T should refer to tho writings by an invisible hand 
and tho productions oalled 1 ro not the Dodder plant, far M 
havo looked into tho Penny Cyclopedia, and find them quita di 
Witi tho lottor which I sont io you, which came from Siourbridge, È n 
{eed somo which aro the exact counterpart of those which have boon di 
fumed. Newspaper light has been the leading to the truth. No dob 
they are produced by an ingeet. And this proves the written communi 
Ao to bo by lying spirits. Having promised ts, and stated that all 
"household" comprises myselt, my duughter of eight yonrs, and my a 
of five years, und that the communications were written, tho ome ia à po 
Suny serv with ehildron all oad and the other when the Biblo l 
‘one tat part under the pul se pew under the pulpit w 
fall of gts. My daughter had «pencil in her pocket, which nt foun 
in both cases laid by her sido.. She bad been accustomed to uso tho penik 
to mark the attendance of the scholars. Tho first was, [ think, the Su 
day before T wrote: 
s Dene Pac- wish T eyla veo bt tese avil spirits won't Jet mo, 

opo God will help you throught in the deepest trouble. T hope you W 
ait in God. T am bero all day. Farewell, dear Pa” a 

"Tho next was on the following Sunday. 1 had expressed a wish to kng 
if there was any meaning in the mumbar of the lilies, and whether 
Wero supernatural = 

"Dear Pa Those lilies X planted, and there is nothing in the 20, | 
hope Got il help you iu your preaching. ‘They aro supereturl, Ll 
your dear Ma. Farewell.” a 

‘The next Sunday T said T should like to know the purpose of iem, 
where they camo from. T put a bit of paper in a hymm-book, and this: 
Written = 

"4 Doar Pa;— They came from heaven, and T put them there to encou 
you. T hope God will help you. Farewell, dear Pa.” 
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ny ero therefore written by ono of the ring sid of whom T havo 
Bsus: pow reply else, Your nly 


Baptist Church, Eynsham, August 13, 1474. JL Manew, 

[Tho great long of our correspoudent’s lottor has eompelled. us to cut 
Wk certain unimportant passages Where asterisks appe n. 

Many points in the above lettor may be thought foolish; and 
hero is no doubt a tendency manifested to ascribe the most 
frdinary incidents to demoniacal agency. A man might easily 
Deak the spring of his watch, especially if he went to wind it in 
‘tho twilight, and a spider fasten on a little girl's arm, without 
Wil spirits having anything to do with the matter, The natural 
Distory, by the way, both of the spider and beetle, strikes ono as 
bing slightly peculiar. Still the letter is a most interesting and 
Jstruetive one, and shows very clearly that Spiritualism is by 
Ho means a rose without thorns. This ia a truth which spiri 
Juuliste ought to be the first to acknowledge, instead of leaving 
Jt to their enemies to point out. ‘The true defence of Spiritual- 
dnm is not that there is no evil in it, but that the good predomi- 
utes over tle evil Mr. Mathews experiences have cortainly 
‘Ween of a sombre cast; and it is amusing to see how this faot has 
oloured his view of the whole subject. “Paul,” he tells us, 
Y was a spiritualist, for he speaks of a ‘messenger of Satan sent 

buffet him?” . . . . “Christ was a spiritualist, for he 

len cast out devils”... “Luther was a spiritualist, for 
speaks . . . of being kept from sleeping by devils.” 
hy spirits of such a low order should have assailed tho worthy 
Minister is no doubt to be attributed to the fact of a burial- 
found being within a yard of his dwelling, So carly as the 
imo of Plato it was known that carnal and earth-bound spirits 
jover about among the gross vapors of the graveyard. (Plat. 
lied. 81 B) Yet even such spirits as Mr. Mathews had got 
old of might have used him better had he been a little more 
Wonsiderate, To talk of “their inevitable doom, and how the 
Whole range of the Word of God gives intimation only of 

Ihishment and not of pardon,” must have been trying to the 

imper of the “devils,” and goes far to explain their ungontl 

anly conduct, Moreover, it was aggravating to call them 
Wdunco-devils;” as if their "inevitable doom” was not enough 
ir them; and the pastor's desire to display a little muscular 
Ihristianity was human certainly, but hardly Christian. 

But to face the question more seriously for a moment, what 

‘we to make of stich a narrative as the foregoing? What it 
Ibit recalls to one's mind is the accounts of witcheraft cases of 
couple of centuries back. The pettiness and mean spitefulness 


Of many of the incidents present an exact parallel to those 
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curions ontbreaks of the supernatural. “Hallucination,” 
course, will be the ready answer of the disbeliever. But Spirit 
alists will not be content with that cheap explanation. They 
know from experience that things equally odd and freakish 
novertheless sober facts. Mr. Mathews, it is plain, had made up 
his mind that the intelligences with which he was in communi 
cation were ^ goblins damned,” and from the matter of the invo 
cations and the Bibles and the brimstone, one might be inclined 
to draw the conclusion that they had determined to humour hin 
to the top of his bent. Yet, it may be questioned whether 
Baptist minister's own mind had not a larger share in 
peculiar turn taken by the manifestations than even the volitig 
of the invisible beings themselves. We know that, according t 
tho teachings of spirits, what is subjective in the material stat 
becomes objective in the spiritual, constituting the environment 
of the disembodied human being; and it would seem to be 
law of spirit-agoncy that under its influence what is subjeoti 
to us in our normal condition becomes for the time being objets 
tive, and assumes external, audible, visible, and tangible form 
‘Wo are prosented, in a word, with our own thoughts in concret 
shape ; and thus the investigator, unless on his guard, will morol 
havo his private prejudices confirmed by what seems incont 
vertible proof of fact. ‘This principle, perhaps, best explain 
that is to say, is the most correct general expression of, man 
anomalies of 'spirit-manifestations, which a rash theoriser migli 
imputo to obvious delusion, as being amply accounted for by 
pre-existent ideas of the recipient. Of course, no theory willl 
‘afford to be ridden to death; but tho principle stated abon 
seoms to throw considerable light upon the way in which spirite 
manifestations in different ages and countries adapt themselve 
as a rulo, to current notions. 

T must not conclude these remarks without calling attentigl 
to the fact that, despite his own uncomfortable experiences, Mg 
‘Mathews bravely declares that “ S} a 
"remedy for that growing materialism of tho age which woul 
soon land the world in atheism.” So that even the “ devils” 
‘their due alter all. 


traces His tastes. ‘Tho world ovorflo 
should no more be called trivial, since it is the thought of Gody 
‘Throngh beauty things become useful. It is a religions duty for 
man, so far as ho honestly can, to surround His children 
creations of taste and beauty, that their finer instincts may bo enl 
tured and gratified. The love of beauty is the gift of God, and i 
is born in the heart of every child. 
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LLIAM GILLESPIE, AUTHOR OF THE * ARGUMENT 
"A PRIORI? 
In: characteristic manner in which Mr. Gillespie defended the 
t work of his life till within a few days of his death, entirely 
armed any apprehensions of his sudden decease. ‘The last 
iter received at this office from his pen was as follows — 
"Phe Mineral Villa, Stirling, 18th Feb., 1875. 

“My Dear Sir,—What a wonderfully clover comment upon the 

Int, or foundation, division of my ‘Arg A Priori’ is that of 

t. Stock, tho second part of which occurs in the current number 

ff Human Nature. I suppose I must tako up tho endgels in defence 
Gf tho said Argument. Mr. Stock is certainly among the very ablest 

ilunts of tho work in question, and, as mach as any hostile 
Gritio ovor did, deserves a reply. Please drop me a line. 

“ Thanks for your kindly notice of my mother's death. I shall 
fed you shortly a copy of a, boni! memorial cară, which Iu 

eon excoutd with referenco to the demise, 

“ I romain, my dear sir, yours very truly, 

* Me. Jas, Buns, London. « Winuiaie Grasse." 

‘The reply transmitted in return was to the effect that any 
strictures which Mr. Gillespie might have to offer would be 
gludly inserted in Human Nature, but instead of the expected 
* copy," the following intimation eame to hand — 

“Died at No, 1 New Killorn, Park Place, Stirling, on the 8th 
Qurt., at a quarter-past six o'clock, v-x., William Honyman Gillespie, 
Hor. of Torbanhl and of the Mineral Villa, Stirling — Stirling, 

arch 9, 1875. 

‘Thus, the great polemic closed his career with words of com- 

lation bestowed on an opponent. Mr. Gillespio was not a 
Spiritualist, but he must have been well acquainted with its 
sts, as he was for a long time in constant communication with 
this office. Ile was a warm friend of J. W, Jackson, and took 
rt interest in Han: Nature: We ayail ourselves of the 
following which appeared in some of the Scotch newspapers : 

" TTho death is announced of Mr. William Honyman Gillespie of 
Worbanchill, Linlitbgowshire, a gentleman who in his day bulked 
Moro prominently in the Court of Session than any othor of his 
gontemporaries, and who was at tho same time, one of the most 
Monto metaphysicians and polemics. Educated in the Univorsity 
OL Glasgow, the deceased gentleman very early in life showed tho 
@xtraordinary influencé which Scotch metaphysics had upon his 
Mind by writing a work known as “The Necessary Existonoo of 
Goi,” which ranks not much less in the estimation! of metaphysi- 
inns than the works of Dugald Stewart, Reid, and Sir William 
Hamilton. ‘The first edition of that remarkable book was given 
o the world about forty yoars ago, and it at once excited the 
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attention of Lord Brougham, who spoko of it as “a valuable addi 
tion to the scienee of Natoral Theology ;” of Sir William Hamill 
Part, Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in the University: 
Edinburgh, who characterised it as being “among the very ab 
‘specimens of speculative philosophy which the country has Inti 
exhibited ;" and of many other distinguished philosophers, 
work dealt with the defects of the à posteriori arguments for a G 
as they had never been dealt with before. After it had boon so 
time beforo the publie, the author found that in Edinburgh the 
‘was a Bociety of Atheists, and in Glasgow the Zeictic Soci 
whose members disputed the relevancy of the reasoning adopted 
Mr. Gillespie; and one of their number, under tho nom de plumes 
“Antitheos,” formally entered the lists, and published what 
believed to bo a complete refutation of the à priori arguments whid 
Mr. Gillespie employed. In the year 1897, the third edition of tht 
‘work appeared, and in it there were embodied many additions tli 
Wore required by the attacks of * Antitheos" and other polemics 
writers, Tho fourth edition appeared in the year 1868, and Wi 
known as tho ^ People's Edition," and more formally us * Russ 
Edition.” Tn right of his wife, Mr. Gillespie camo into possessio 
of the small ostata of Torbanehill, a short distance from Buthgatg 
Immediately adjoining it there is another estate called Boghend, i 
which Messrs. James Russel & Son, of Blackbraes and Arnotdaldy 
woro working, in the year 1849, a very valuable mineral, whose 
as a source of illuminating gas was exciting a groat amount 6 
attention, In the following year, believing the same mineral 16 
extend into the Torbanehill estate, they lensed all tho “coal, 
stone, iron ore, limestone, and fire-clay" contained in it. But 
the conrso of tho next two or three years Mr. Gillespie, for him 
and wife, raised an action in tbe Court of Sossion against th 
Josseos, on tho ploa that the gas-yielding mineral just referred 
Was not in the terms of the leaso, as it was not in his opinion 
coal, Tho trial that ensued was one of the most remarkal 
scientific litigations on record. Messrs. Russel & Son were oveni 
tually succesful. Litigation was again resumed by Mr. Giles 
but the law pleas were ended by a compromise on the 11th January, 
" 1860, between Mr. James Russel, jun. (for his fathor had died so 
wo years previously) and Mr. Gillespie. Mz. Gillespie publi 
stated that his former opponent adhered to the resolution mugs 
faithfully and honourably; and both he and Mr. Russel bech 
‘such fast friends that the latter undertook to pay for the bringin 
out of a good readable edition of Mr. Gillespie's book “at a chet 
price for the working classes.” Ont of respect for the genero 
- donor and fast friend (who died on the 81st October, 1860,) M 
Gillespie called tho fourth edition the ** Russel Edition." 
Mr. Gillespie subsequently lived a very quiet life. For the li 
ton ora dozen years he was in rather weak health, but he n 
ceased to tako an interest in philosophical studies and in scienti 
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A REMARKABLE SEANCE. 
Sm,—You and many of your readers are doubtless swaro 
thero is a private circle named * Mr. Ronald's Circle,” whereat 
i Bastian and Taylor are ille mediums, and which sits onco 
Wk for the materialisation of spirit-forms. The circle meets 
Muosday, and is limited to twelve, including the mediums. A 
noy having oceurred in the circle, I was fortunate enough io 
Pormitted to fill it by tho consent of the controlling spirit, 
Monge Fox,” and of tho several members of tho ete, Bilt 
ng the case, 1 found myself, at 8 p.m. of the 16th inst., at No. 
Vernon Placo, in the rooms occupied by Messrs. Bastian and 
lor. Our party consisted of Mrs. Woodforde, Mrs. L. and 
ightor, Miss V., Mr. Ronalds, Messrs, P. and C., Mr. A., tiyself, 
‘he two mediums. 

"The proceedings of the evening were commenced by our taki 
senta on chairs placed in a row in the centre of tho room, an 
Mra. W, then reading over somo rules for tho guidanoe of the 
Ppwy and also rim remark, communicated through Mt. 
in writing, by “ Georgo Fox,” nnd rolating to our lino of spoosh 
il conduct whilst sitting, and pointing out that the final aim and 
oot of tho spirits in giving to humanity, ns they at presont, nro 
ing, such wonderful evidences of spirit power and proofs of a 
ire to crush ont the baneful influ- 
present enshronding tho 


ion of the remarks the gas was extinguishod, Mr, 

jastinn being separated from tho rest of us, and seated in the right 
id corner fronting us, and Mr. Taylor at tho extreme left of the 
iilo. After the lapse of four or five minutes, tho trumpet usod 
** George " to speak through, and which is of tin, was heard to 
Il into the centre of the room from Mr. Bastian’s cornor ; noxt n 
treble voico, which was recognised as that of Johnnie,” was 
it coming from the floor, na it wero, while at the samo timo tho 
rubbed 


, saying he did not wish to 
time over the dark scance, and requesting mo to changé my 
mt place by going next Mr. Taylor, while the others were to 

ona sat downwards. To lec this and complete onr arango 
is, the gas was relighted. T then, as I had been directed by 
George,” proceeded to examine a long sack or bag, which con- 
ted of black calico, having a cord running round its uppor end, 
il long enough and wide enough to receive tho entire person of 
o medium, Mr. Bastian, as far ns tho throat, which, with the 
lond, was left outside tho covering, the stitching of the outor ropo 
‘of which I was instructed to direct my particular attention to. 
Bevoral of us next examined the back rooms, two in number, tho 
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one a bed-room, shut off from us by temporarily arranged curtal 
and the other a small dressing-room from the bed.roo 
from which it was separated by a door. Having carefully k 
‘under the bed, scrutinised drawers, boxes, 4c., wo ended by bol 
tho door lending from the bed-room on to the stairs, and by gu 
ming slips of paper on to the doors and panels, so as to gui 
against tho possibility of their being opened; and the better 
socuro ngainst this, lines woro drawn from the edges of tho paj 
on to the doors and panels, for it is obvious that had the doors b 
oponod by any one wishing to get into the bed-room, tho sli 
paper mast have been removed, in which ease it would have 
‘almost impossible, and certainly very improbable, that they sho 
havo been replaced in the dark so cleverly as to mako the pen 
Jines fall into their exact places. I next tied Mr. B. into hi 

and sealel the cord in two places with my crest, ono in suchi 
fashion as to secure the knot round the nock, and the other th 
knot which socured him with the remaining portion of the cords 
tho back of the chair on whieh he was seated. Finally, ho 
lifted np and placed bodily in tho bedchamber behind, b 

le of tho aforementioned curtain, and when he bad been 
placed in position, he was last of ali secured by having tacks dri 
nto the floor, so as to fasten that portion of tho sack where his f 
wore. 

‘These precautions ended, and the medium loft to himself behin 
the screen, we all resumed our seats as before, and at a distance 
nine or ten feet from the curtain. The light we at first had à 
sisted of one gas burner, turned down so low that we could fairl 
distinguish each other the width of the room. Ai the request 
our controlling spirit, * George," we first sang, and then turned d 
the musical box. 

Provontly the ourtain was sen (o part asunder and a (al 
manding figure, clothed from head to foot in heavy drapery o 
particularly white colour, stood before us. At this period the ligi 
‘was such that I conld very nearly, but not quite, distinguish 
foaturos of our visitor. observed that he had dark hair, bl 
whiskers, and a short " beard, Tho figure was that of 
tall, strongly-built man, of I should say quite six feet in height, 
swayed lo advance, pating forward the right foot but aeree 
faltering attompts, elosed the curtain and disappeared. “ Goor 
thoroupon informed us that there was too much light, wherou 
Mr. Taylor rose and lowered it, and some little while after, in obi 
dience to a further command from “ George,” the burner 
changed, owing to the cock of the one which had been first in. 
being stiff and difficult to manage. 

But to return to our visitor, who had only temporarily di 
Pant in order to admit ofthe light diffionlty boing ele. 
sooner had this been satisfactorily disposed of than ho ong 


moro appeared, evincing this time more strength, and ab N 
carrying out his purpose of advancing some distance into 
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a good deal of apparent difficulty, so much so, 

it he had to rotire afier getting forward about four foot or 
His desire seemed to bo to get towards somo one in that 
jon of the cirelo where I was sonted—that is, at tho loft 
facing the eurtain—and on his being asked if it was for mo he 
it, ho replied in a whisper, Yes.” I was now convinced, as I 
boon from his first appearance, that it was indeed for mo he 
como, and that it was in all probability my brother, who tho 
i iting automatically through my own 

ing manifest himself tome. Still I 

id nothing aloud, for T wished to see his features and be satisfiod 
was be ero I addressed him by name, and I contented myself 
pearing tho third time, to try 

ry hard to do, poor fellow ; and 

did all I eould to assisi him ; but just as we hopod to 
decreased, tho figuro seemed to collapse about 

ry to get loas brilliant, and with a deep—ohi! 


ne. 
More singing and more tunes on tho rausical-box, end oneo again 
curtain opened, and tho tall, gracefal figure of a female stood 
ore us. With some hesitation bat more power she advanced 
ly, and, as it were, stealthily into tho room and mado for a gen- 
man, Mr. P., who at oneo ejaculated, ‘Is that you, my Mile 
ling wife?" Her strength, however, to carry her to the 
joct of hor love, and she had momentarily to retire; sho vory 
Jon, however, returned, more vigorous, too, and yet not over 
hor little foot 

if encasod in 


dearly cherished one; but the clasp of the hands 
of short duration, and she had to retiro almost immediately after 
behind the curtain, from whence, however, she advanced again 
shortly, and made a gallant attempt to plant a kiss on Mr. 
fë lips; but strength failed, the figure got dark, collapsed, and 
irriedly rotired from before us, stretching out as she did so hor 
ids with gestures of regret. 
"Ihe next form that made its appearance was that of Mr. Ron: 
li's brother Tom, who, with firmer and quieker step, advanced 
jars his brother and shook him by the hand. This form was 
' the others, clothed in heavy white drapery, and seemed to 
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stand quite six feet two in height. ‘The figure was command 
and reminded mo of a Knight Templar. The features were 
visible, but from the chin flowed a long black beard which. 
owner seemed proud of, stroking it with the left hand, as also paf 
ing it with both as if to let us see and admire its length and In 
ance of growth. Aftor shaking hands with his brother he ze 
do gain fresh strength, and in a moinent-or two threw ont 
behind the curtain & stool, which Mr. R. picked up and set on 
leg. Shortly after which the form reappeared, and. speaking 
a good audible voice, said. he would try to sit down. Tho attem 
to do so enusod manifest: loss of power in the materialised fe 
which doubled up awkwardly in carrying out, to it this novel 
got quito dark coloured, sunk at the heu, which became indistin 
‘and hind to bent a rapid retreat behind the curtain; ho re-appent 
however, very shortly and mado a more successful attempt, sa 
‘Ag ho once moro retired after accomplishing his object, ** This. 
of thing is nothing when you'ro ace 1 to itt E 

Again ho eamo, went round the t several, and 06 
inglos enough to me to adm 'gnishing his mà 
plainly enough; but ere he could touch my hand he had to reli 

Tis two noxt appoaraneoa ho devoted to putting his foot upon 

stool and getting his brother to feol it. "Phe last attempt at th 
‘wns particularly sueeessfal, and Mr. R. informed us that ho fel 
the foot distinctly, that it was pleasantly warm; and ho folt th 
nails, not only where they joined the flesh, but at their oxtremiti 
T noticed tho loft foot on the ground while tho right ono wal 0 
‘the stool; also that the feet soomed whiter than the hand, whi 
ad moro the appearance of flesh. 

‘The noxt form that appeared, after some moro singing and tung 
from the musieal-box, was that of a female, whom Mr, R. reci 
nised ns his istor-in-lnw, aud addressed as “Josie.” Sho advang 
with less uncertainty than any of tho others, and straightway pi 
coodod to Mr. R., whose hand and that of otbers she touched dui 
hor several visits; she also (so Mr. R. and Mrs, W. informed mg 
lifted her veil so as to admit of her feat 
seon, "This Indy was in stature shorter t 
her, "The hair, which was flaxen or light in colour and somewli 
wavy, fell over her back and shoulders, and the head seemed ft 
whero T regarded it to be surrounded by a kind of mist, proba 
tho veil, which in the mneortain light gave the idea of mist. 
figuro was well shaped and gracefal, and tho fairness of the 
and complexion gave one the idea of a “blonde.” She pasadi 
round the cirelo touching some, bnt as she got to our end she bog 
to loso power; I, however, saw her closely and clearly enougli 
describe her to Mr. R. as a woman of 25 years of age, fair in 
plexion, face oval, features regular and pretty, —a deseription wh 
he subsequently informed me tallied with her appearance on ea 
when she departed at the carly age of 22. On retiring for the. 
time sho waved a kind of melancholy adieu, and as she reached th 
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lin, suddenly shrank and fell to pieces, as it were, as far as the 
wl, from which part of her body she continued getting shorter 
il shortor till she sank down to the neck, when the curtain was 
iwn to. This melting away seemed to be in answer to a romark 
Pind mado, that it would be very satisfactory wero tho figuro to 
nish from our sight while in the midst of iis. Twas, however, 
jformod by Mr. Taylor that wero this to take placo im the early 
Wt of tho wnnco the materialisation wonld all have to commence 
ll initio, and thus cause loss of powor,—a line of reasoning I can 
Hjovoughly understand. Moreover, whilo referring to tho Arapery, 
Js perhaps as well to mention that although all the forms as hat 
jn shown came clothod in white drapery of a striking brilliancy, 
ich always grew darker in colour as tho spirit lost power and 
me less distinct, yot in ench case this drapery was different 
yen and disposed of about the person of the phantom-form. 
we only to add, that Mr. Bastian is a sharp-featured, small-sized, 
im-sbapoi man, with dark bair, sallow complexion, and long dark 
joustaches; and I can most positively assert that the features of 
Josie" and “Tom,” which I saw plainly enough, were most 
iaredly not those of Bastian, while Mr. Taylor, the other medium, 
ins sitting by my side the whole time with one hand in mine; and 
Ire was no one in the next room save Mr. Bastian, whom I found 
grded and sealed up in the bag as when I last left him. Tho 
Dots and seals were intact, and the slips of paper which I had 
aimed on to the doors did not give the faintest indications of 
Having been tampered with; and I believe I only give utterance to 
he sentiments of all our party when I say that there was not ona. 
‘our number who had not the fullest belief and conviction in the 
Hfounineness of the wonderful phenomena we had witnessed. My 
tements may appear wild and incredible to ontsiders who have 
bt studied the marvels of Spiritualism, but to those who have aud 
© acquainted with thom, either by personal experience or through 
tho modiumship of friends on whose word they can implicitly rely, 
this narrative will, I hope, bo only one more proof of the truth of 
ho assertion of Spiritualists, that the inhabitants of tho other world 
oxsoss the power of holding communion wi various ways, 
jot the léast marvellous and incomprehensible of which is that of 
presenting themselves to us once again in solid, tangible, and 
cognizable forms, "ho perfost truth of such manifestations must 
onor or Jator be established beyond all dispute. Porchanco it 
iiny bo given to us to know how and by what laws they are effected, 
Ilo this as it may, all truo well-wishers of Spiritualism me 
rod that the light which has boen vouchsated, and which i now 


pouring in upon us, will never be taken from us, hut will assuredly 
Worease more and moro unto the perfect day. Lot me only add, 
that I have done my best to narrate tratifully and as perfectly au 
y memory will permit me tho incidonts of this wonderful seanee, 
inve recorded my own impressions as best I can recall thom, and, I 
st, to the entire satisfaction of those who formed the eirele. Imay 
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js 

accustomed to rehabilitate themselves, they will become lesa i 

escont. "Pho only drawback to perfection in this séance was, 

dimness of the light we were obliged to operato with. Wem 

hopo that even this will at a future date be in a gront mons 

overcomo.—I remain, yours faithfully, . 
24th March, 1875. 


fe writer of the. foregoing account is a military gent 
woll known for his scientific nequirements. ‘The facts recorded 

fully corroborated by the observation of other sitters with Masi 
Bastian and Taylor. A séance of the same kind is reported in f 
Medium, No. 259. "The phenomena described above have also be 
'ertiod by observations made on a subsequent evening by 

writor.—E, H. N.J 


"Tho-yide circulation which the pamphlet form enjoyed has o 
served as a stimulus to excite a desire to possess this valuable w 
in a more permanent form. Mr. Crookes’ essays are of such 6 
struction that it is dificult for the caviller to find any excuse f 
the exorcise of his peculiar talent. Facts alone are dealt with, at 
in such a manner that doubt fails to find a footing. The charad 
of tho author, taken in connection with his work, placos th 
hhenomena in the high posit 
facts occupy. This is of fundamental importance, and eonstitut 
the basis upon which all further investigations must rest 
foundation is most conclusively laid by Mr. Crookes. ‘The phen 
mena recorded ombrace the whole range of those termed physi 
even to the photographing of the materialised spirit form leani 
on the arm of the investigator, as a lady would in ordinary oi 
‘on the arm of a gentleman friond. 

"Tho recent experiment with Mrs. Fay, conducted in Mr. Crool 
Laboratory, with clcotrical apparatus, as described in the Medi 
No. 258, has revived the interest in tho *Researches^ of Ñ 
Crookes, and our readers will appreciate the act whereby we p 
at their disposal this handsome and valuable work almost 
present, 

* By William Coke, F.R.S. Tandon: 
purchasers of this number of Human Nature; post fren, n. 0d. 


